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S. 1760 


UBLIC OPINION INDICATES AIR SAFETY IS REAL ISSUE 











Courtesy ‘Washington Times” 


NEW AIRPORT 
OPENS SUNDAY 


An Editorial In Pictures 








Grows 





nator Pat McCarran, Spon- 


sor of Safety Legislation, 


Blames Air Tragedies 
on Bureaucrats 





of the Ameri-| 
that there is a 
rapidly growing 
public demand 
for the enact- 
ment of laws to 
properly safe- 
guard the air 
traveling pu b- 
lic. A strong 
public opin- 
ion exists that 
Congress has 
not yet gone 
far enough leg- 
islatively to 
guarantee the 
degree of safe- 
ty that the air 
traveler has a 
right to expect. 
Senator Pat McCarran, capable 
far-sighted legislator, has be- 
the Senate a program to place 
safety and economic control 


A cross-section 


Pat McCarran 


fait transportation in the I. C. C. 


Something Must Be Done 

The Senator said, “If something 
t done and done promptly to 
ik in one non- 
olitical agency for safety in the 


kir, we shall be confronted with a 
repetition 


of these unfortunate 
rashes and major catastrophies 
rith their appalling loss of life. 

“No two of the departments are 
operating,” McCarran contin- 
ed. “Due to the jealousies that 
ist between departments due to 
heir special powers which they 
ae reluctant to give up, we find 
tiation in confusion. We find 
major catastrophies are the result 
bf the lack of absolute control in 
hy one agency.” 

(Continued on Page 8, Col. 2) 


AT BALTIMORE 


$5,000,000 Field Built Into 
Harbor Threatens Prestige 
of Capital as Plane Base 





A new airport is mandatory. 


Another powerful threat to the 





The actual and mental hazards which face every 
pilot as he brings his plane into Washington Airport. 


Captions By DAVID L. BEHNCKE 


President Air Line Pilots Association 





prestige of Washington as an avi- 
ation base was seen yesterday in 
the announcement that Baltimore 
is in a race to make its new five- 
million-dollar airport the most im- 
| portant along the Middle Atlantic 
| Coast. 

The airport will be ready for 
| partial use Sunday, and all the 
Baltimore land plane service will 
be transferred to it early next 
| year — long before Washington 
| will have settled its muddled avi- 
ation problems, experts say. 








Transfer Foreseen 


The Air Line Pilots Association, 
| which repeatedly has protested 
against conditions at Washington 
Airport — resulting in imposition 
|of restrictions by the Bureau of 
| Air Commerce — has pointed out 
that continued stalling by author- 
ities here may result in transfer of 
| aviation activities to Baltimore or 
| Richmond. 


| When planes land in Baltimore 
they will settled down on “made” 














line indicates airport. 





| land—3000 acres built into Balti- 
more Harbor. 

Representative Howard W. 
Smith, of Virginia, long Gravelly 
Point’s staunchest advocate, and 
one who figured prominently in 
the pigeon-holing of the bill to 
construct a super airport at Camp 
Springs last summer — held out 
hope that a new Capital air base 
will be built next year. 


Following a conference with 
President Roosevelt, he was opti- 
mistic Congress will approve his 
bill appropriating $2,500,000 for 
construction of the Gravelly Point 
airport. 

(Courtesy ‘‘Washington Herald.’’) 











0. O. McIntyre Presents: 





By O. O. 


aviation. 
of America’s supremacy 
only pioneered but kept in 
tation. 


hurled to a horrible death. 


A few more, and aviation will suffer a terrible set-back. I 
notice that Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker is favoring an hour more 
eeway in cross-country flights during the season of bad weather. 


Why not two or three hours 


culties are overcome a few hours.may mean the saving of innum- 


erable lives. 


fixed. 


punished. 


ble. 


Drips From The 
Old Rain Spout 


HAVE been a consistent booster of commercial 
And have cheered the many evidences 


Thus I wonder if it would not be better to rest on our 
oars awhile and sacrifice speed for a little leisurely experimen- 
Certainly there must be no more of those horrible acci- 
dents such as that at Salt Lake City recently when 19 were 


Also there must be no casual “probes” of air line disasters. 
There have been too many of them. Responsibility must be 
If it is mechanical and not due to any negligence, the 
cause must be studied for an effectual remedy. 
have been taken merely to make records, the guilty must be 


Just when America is becoming air-conscious it is folly not 
to try in every way to make such travel as foolproof as possi- 
The great minds say that this is not impossible. 
merely a matter of time and patience. 

(Courtesy ‘‘McNaught Syndicate,. Inc.’’) 


tory buildings and oil tanks. 











McINTYRE 


in the air. We have not 
advance of other countries. 


? Until many mechanical diffi- 


If chances 












Pilots approaching from west must avoid trap set for them by 
Arlington radio towers which rise to an elevation of 600 feet. Dotted 











It is 











Taking off toward the south, if one motor fails, the other motor 
may force plane to swing into this clutter of gas tanks for an emer- 
gency landing. Result: possible fire and death. 


(Continued on Page 4, Col. 3) 














Safety Control 
Under I. C. C. 
—LaGuardia 


Mayor LaGuardia of New York, 
World War aviator and staunch 
friend of the pilots, told the Con- 
ference of Mayors recently that 
“commercial aviation has devel- 
oped in spite of the government.” 

The Mayor proposed that con- 
trol, of the airways be taken from 
the Department of Commerce and 
the Post Office Department and 
lodged instead in the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. 





LaGuardia’s proposal was re- 
ferred to the executive committee 
of the Conference for study. 


LaGuardia Testifies 


During the last session of Con- 
gress LaGuardia appeared before 
the Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee and testified in favor 
of the McCarran-Crosser Air Safe- 
ty Bill, as follows: 


Mayor LaGuardia: This bill, 
S. 1760, will, I believe, do a great 
deal to increase the safety of air 
transportation. 








Senator Truman: How do you 
arrive at that conclusion? This 
| bill takes the safety matter from 
the Bureau of Air Commerce and 
places it under the jurisdiction of 
the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion. 

Employees Urge Safety 

Mr. LaGuardia: That is just 
| the question. Why do I urge the 
passage of this bill? The reason 
is this. In the first place, the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission 
has a generation of experience. It 
is a quasi-judicial body, and it 
has been very successful in the 
| division of safety of that body; 
and that division of safety, gentle- 
men, came into existence because 
it was urged by the men who 
worked on the trains. The rail- 
road companies never came here 
with a delegation and got excited 
and urged the establishment of the 
safety division. It was practically 
forced upon them. Why? Be- 
cause the railroads were not tax- 





Directly south of field the pilot must clear a water tank, fac-| ng advantage at that time of the 


improvements in the art in connec- 
tion with the installation of safe- 
ty devices that were then in ex- 
istence. As I stated the Interstate 
Commerce Commission has a gen- 
eration of experience and .it en- 
ters into this function cold. The 
Department of Commerce has a 
function to promote commercial 
aviation. I do not see any objec- 
tion to having a Bureau of Avi- 
ation in the Department of Com- 
merce to promote and assist com- 
mercial aviation, gathering infor- 
mation and seeing what other 
countries are doing and to assist 
it in every possible way. But this 
is something in which the public 
is interested; not only the com- 
panies, but the public, are vitally 
interested in it. 


I. C. C. Entirely Independent 


The Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission is distant from everybody. 
It enters this business cold. It has 
no leanings one way or the other. 
It does not get “chummy” with 
railroads or people that it has un- 
der its supervision. 
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“Public safety calls for pilots of high character 
and great skill. The occupation is a hazardous 
one. Therefore, the law should provide for a method 
to fix maximum flying hours; minimum pay and a 
system for retirement or annuity benefits.’’ 

—President Roosevelt. 


PILOT OFFICIALS 


With the coming of a new era in air line flying there 
have been created new official positions with the air car- 
rier companies. Only a few years ago the position of 
Chief Pilot was practically non-existent. Today we find 
that many of our former members have been promoted 
to managerial positions serving as operating managers 
and chief pilots. 

Numerous recent inquiries have been received at 
Headquarters indicating that our members are confused 
as to just what the status of a chief pilot is with the 
Association. All this gives rise to the question when 
is a pilot a pilot, and when is a pilot an air line official? 

















The answer can be found in the fact that a chief pilot has| 


to do with the training, checking, and supervising of the 
pilots over whom he has been given authority by the 
Company and, therefore, he is an air line official. 


Many of the pilot officials were former active Associa-| 
tion members and our by-laws provide that they may be) 
returned to active membership when they again resume 
regular air line flying. But they are now, at least tempor- 
arily, on the other side of the fence, and while we extend 
them every reasonable co-operation, wish them every suc- 
cess, experience has taught us that our Association must be 
made up of air line pilots and controlled by air line pilots 
if we are to survive in the endless industrial struggle which 
has on one side the interest of finance and on the other 
side the interest of the wage earner, whose only hope is 
organized protection which is essential to the proposition 
of giving our American workers opportunity to deal on an 
equality with their employers. 

The line was definitely drawn by the founders and 
those pilot leaders in control of the Association have al- 
ways clung tenaciously to the proposition that when a 
pilot is promoted to an official position he is to all intents 
and purposes an official and, therefore, is no longer eligi- 
ble to participate actively in the affairs of the Association. 

This is the foundation on which the organization has 
been built. Our convention has twice spoken on this im- 
portant question and it is written in the laws of our 
organization: 

“Membership in the Association shall be ter- 
minated automatically when the member accepts an 
executive position with an air line operating company.” 

A common-sense decision—because had it been pos- 
sible for our problems to be solved by an organization in- 
cluding both officials and pilots the necessity for a pilots’ 
union would never have existed, the necessity from which 
the Association took root and grew to staunch maturity. 


Executive Representative | 
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Pilot Redden Sends News From South America 





LOW-DOWN ON EVERY- 
ONE EXCEPT DISHER 


By PILOT EARL REDDEN 
Council No. 38, PAA—Grace, 
Lima, Peru 

After a lengthy absence in 
ALPA news, Council 38 speaks up 
to let people know that U. S. For- 
eign Air Mail No. 9, still runs 
south from the Panama Canal Zone 
to the major South American cities 
of Guayaquil, Lima, La Paz, San- 
” | tiago, Buenos Aires, Montevideo 
and intermediate points. Pan 
American Grace Airways (Pana- 
gra) began its tenth year of exist- 
ence on September 13th last, hav- 
ing progressed from P-1, the orig- 
inal old faithful 225 HP Fairchild 
that is now polished up for exhibit 
on auspicious occasions, to P-36, 
the first of our DC-3s, which Fritz 
Sterling brought down almost in 
time for the company’s birthdav 
We have all three DC-3s now, with 
Wright G-108s representing many 
prancing steeds, which should 
help. Fred Baxter, the well-known 
poet, missed out on a possible trip 
to the Douglas factory, his old 
stamping-ground, because of vel- 
low fever shots turning out to bar 
him from the U. S. at the time. 

The Low-Down 

As a reintroduction, we will give 
the low-down on everybody except 
Bob Disher, now a Div. Supt. and 
respectable. Since Council 38’s 
last newsletter over a year ago, 
Bob Supple, ex- TWA and long- 
time ALPAer, has joined us after 
fiying Curtiss Condors with mining 
machinery into Lake Pias region 
in interior Peru some 330 trips. A 
recent arrival with us is R. C. 
Lewis, with many DC-2 hours. We 
|also welcome China National Air- 
lines pilots Nelson, Connover, and 
| Haverlick, transferred here since 
flying stopped over there. And 
| Dinty Moore is flying again, would 
| have 15,000 hours if the doctors 
| hadn’t taken so long to get the air- 
}locks out of his system. 
| In addition to a bunch of new 
Navy co-pilots we have down here, 
almost all of whom are going to 
join right up with ALPA, there 
has been a “back to the country” 
movement and we once more see, 
among others, the beaming faces 
of Freddy Lord, ex-AA, witty as 
ever even though he is married 
now, and Al Esten, ex-UAL, who 
continues to say “gosh darn” in 
his more reckless moments. A 
Bostonian, you know. 

Jack Squire Returns to U. S. 


Last month one of our good 
friends, Jack Squire, resigned to 
go back to the U. S., possibly leave 
flying altogether. Whatever he 
does, we wish him luck. Big Jack 
had a cat that intrigued some of 
us because it had broken out its 
front teeth, incredibly in a fall off 
a roof. Explanation was, how- 
ever, that the cat got a knock-out 
shock from Jack’s high-power 
transmitting antenna, and came 
down in a nosedive from the roof. 

Paul Williams, ex-TWA and 
Century, bought Jack’s amateur 
station, and together with Gordon 
Gray’s establishment, they will 
keep the air busy on amateur 
phone and code as soon as licenses 
are in order. 

Two D. O. C. Inspectors 

Licenses, ah yes. Department 
of Commerce inspectors Greer and 
Murphy arrived last week, and 
have been busy. getting acquainted 
with our operations, maintenance 
,and other details. Also giving A 














& E exams. This is the first time 
in history that two D. O. C. men 
have been down here at once. 

Most of our days off in Lima 
have been spent lately at the field 
on the company’s training course 
in airplanes, engines, radio, etc., 
refreshing our memories or 
learning what we didn’t know. An 
increasing number enjoyed free 
lunch at the airport while Clyde 
Proper was up here from Santi- 
ago, trying to learn that good old 
Argentine dice game “Bidou.” 

Walt Gray seems to be way up 
there ahead of most of us in the 
I. C. SS. correspondence course 
for Panair and Panagra pilots, 
and is about two-thirds through. 
Only about 15 more books and 
then that raise repeat raise. 

In the past few months man- 
mountain Warren B. Smith has 
been moving around quite a bit. 
After staying-put so long in San- 
tiago, Smitty was transferred in 
rapid succession to Cristobal and 
then Lima, checking Floyd Nelson 
out on the high-altitude diagonal 
run up through Bolivia via La Paz, 
Oruro, and Uyuni, whose official 
company altitudes are 18,396 feet, 
12,159 feet, and 12,087 feet re- 
spectively. 

The Sheets Air Line 

Don K. Sheets has been holding 
down the run between Monte- 
video, Buenos Aires, and Jujuy 
(about 1100 miles) almost single- 
handed and so efficiently that it 
has come to be known as his pri- 
vate airline. 

The news seems to be that By 
Rickards and wife are going to be 
proud parents again. Also, relia- 
ble sources have it that Ace Rich- 
mond and wife have ordered a 
boy. It’s the little things in life 
that count. 

And Lew Holman gets married. 
An impressive wedding ceremony 
in the San Augustin, one of Lima’s 
most beautiful churches. Congrat- 
ulations, Lew, and best wishes. 

Ott Gardner, who has the dis- 
tinction of being the only pilot 
checked out on both S-48s and 
DC-2s, also holds the long-stand- 
ing title of “Taxi Driver’s Enemy 
No. 1” because the native drivers, 
after a nerve - racking attempt to 
demonstrate what good pilots they 
too would have made, have the au- 
dacity to overcharge most of the 
time. 

The story is about that Jack Mil- 
ler, the inventive genius, has de- 
vised some very clever game, and 
certain U. S. manufacturers want 
to buy the rights to it. Jack’s 
friends in Talara advise he is also 
patenting a really efficient de- 
louser for bird-cages and chicken- 
coops, but you can take it or leave 
it. 

Craig Brown, who wishes he 
were born rich and not handsome, 
tells stories like this: There was 
a colored gent in Panama who 
bought one of those new electric 
razors. A friend asked, “How vo 
gwine settle disputes wif dat?” 
“Well, ah electracutes mah oppo- 
nent. 

It is reported that Frank 
Achilles has not explained satis- 
factorily how he broke his wrist. 
Right at home, too. 

We will give some dope on the 
results of the Inter-American Avi- 
ation Conference held in Lima in 
Sevtember, next time. 


It All Depends on the Elevator 


Your present correspondent 
lives in Lima in one of the few 
apartment buildings with an ele- 





vator. It was here on one dg 
night that By Rickards op 
stepped with unbounded optimig 
through an open door into an el 
vator that wasn’t there. That 

from the third floor, and By 
landing gear took 6 weeks to 

Newsletters will be forthcomiy 
regularly if connections can } 
made with that darn elevator. 


(Continued on Page 8, Col. 1) 
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In Constant Memoriam 








Active 
Accidental 
Adams, John B.—U. A. 
Anderson, Lloyd—U. A. _ 
Andert, Paul A—U. A. L. 
Barron, John M., Jr.—A. A. 
Bickford, L. A.—-P. A. A. 
Bigelow, Ed.—U. A. L. 
Blom, Edwin W.—U. A. L. 
Bogen, W. L.—W. A. E. 
Bohnet, Feng L.—T. W. 
Bolton, a F.—T. W. A. 
Bon er, C. M.—R. A. L. 
Borchers, Adrian—P. A. A. 
Bowen, J. E.—T. W. A. 
Bowen, Lewis L.—B. 
Briggs, Francis W. 
Broughton, D. E. 


A. 


Cohn, Hanley G.—W. 
Cox, Floya—Ludington ” 
Bevis; Songine’ na 
avis, Dou hake A. L. 
pecenane, Frank A. 
esaro, Joseph G.—U. A. 
Dietz, Stuart a E. A. L. 7 
Dixon, Andrew, Jr.—D. A. L. 
Dunn, Stephen—_P. A. A. 


L. 


Haid, Arthur A.—N. W. 
Hallgren, W. A.—A. A. 

Hill, George W.—A. A. 
Holbrook, Clyde M.—A. A. 
Jamieson, W. L.—":, A. L. 
Kelsey, Harold J nif 4 
Kincanon, Ted N.—A. 

Komdat. Albert C. —5. 

Lewis, Ha: C.—T. we 
Livermore, Joe—N. W. 

Lucas, Al—W. A. 8. 

Lucas, Verne—Ludington 
Lynn, John B.—C. & S. A. L. 
MeMickle, Harold—P. A. A. 
Malick, Forrest E.—U. A. L. 
Marshall, Gerald V.—A. A. 
Montee, Ral ph—T. W. A. 
Montijo, Sete G.—V. A. T 
Morgan, Howard R.—T. W. A. 
Mossman, a —C.&8.A.L. 


ne 


Sherwood, George C.— 
Tarrant, ———' R.—U. A. L. 
Thompson, A R.—U. 
Underwood, Sanford 
Vance, Claire K —v. 
Waldron, alee A. 
Weatherdon, Edwin—A. —. 
Wieselmayer, Otto—P. 


Zeier, Carl F.—C. & 8..A. . 
Natural 

Cochrane, Robert Te A. L. 
Fife, John A.—C. 

Hohag, R. J.—N. — 
McConaughey, Ira M.—A. A. 
Phelps, Henry T.—P. A. A. 
Swanson, Axel—A. A. 


7 


A. L. 
L.—A. A. 
A. L. 


Inactive 


Noyes, Dewey L. 
Ormsbee, F. 
Shelton, Boyd M. 
Stark, Howard Cc. 
Wheaton, Harold H. 

; Waiting List 
Brock, Wm. 8. 
Kiser, Daniel 


Unemployed 


Hays, George L. 
Keadle, Floyd E. 
Rhiner 


Honorary 
Rogers, Will 
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2EINHART DEFEATS 
SCHIER IN GOLF 


By PILOT F. J. SCHWAEMMLE 
Council No. 44—D. A. L. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Br-r-r Winter’s here. As soon 
; my fingers get warmed up I 
ope to enlighten some of the gang 
m the most recent happenings on 
e Wings Over Dixie Airline. 
Funny, I never met her myself. 
ind I am sure that if she knows 
many of this bunch that they must 
» mistaken about WINGS. 

We welcome two new members 
is month. They are Jack Slaton 
d Tex Buice. That’s the right 
nirit and we all surely hope that 




















hg or rather stumbling over odd 
ices Of furniture in order to get 
» our room. Yes, sir, we have 
wved from the “Chateau De 
00” to more suitable quarters 
owntown. No more will the moo- 
ng of cows, the cackling of chick- 
ns or the take-offs of DC-3’s dis- 
wb our peaceful slumbering. 


40-Stroke Handicap 


Pete Reinhart was all atwitter 
he other day. I asked him why 
ihe satisfied expression on his face. 
fe very proudly advised me that 
eat last won a game of golf. Can 
hu imagine it? He actually beat 
he Untouchable Dutch Schier by 
ine strokes. That’s the spirit, 
Dutch. You can imagine my let- 
wn when I found out from 
thier that he had given Reinhart 
mere 40 stroke handicap. Wow! 





Truth in Advertising. That isa 


ery great motto which is: some- | — 


hat abused. Some airlines are 
imed by the Helluva watch, oth- 
ts by Cow-rus, others by Hell- 
in and others by Long - Jeans. 


But leave it to Charley Dolson and ; 


eorge Cushing; their schedules 
are kept by Mickey Mouse, a la 
nger-sold. And while I think of 
it, Charley, why don’t you give 
hour wife more allowance then 
hu wouldn’t have to stop and get 
mething to eat at every station? 
en maybe we wouldn’t hear the 
pirase ‘Delay Re-fooling’ over the 
mdio. Speaking along that line, 
there are a number of delays 
hich could be charged to ‘Delay 
assinge’ and I don’t mean when 
actually re-fueling. 


Fred Ball Ill 


Last month we had Pre Ball on 
the sick list. Now this month we 
mave Fred Ball. Gosh it’s terri- 
ble. Fred, we all hope that you 
ill be able to get over yours as 
uickly and as thoroughly as Pre. 
ted’s sickness is still a mystery 
0 several doctors. Seems to be 
cross between toxic poisoning, 
hritis and neuritis. All togeth- 
t they have made him lose fifteen 
ounds and he has been unable to 
hove his left arm. 






























Floyd Addison proved to some 
mpanies that their business was 
fod. Remember my saying that 
e real estate bug was biting? 
Well it bit. Mr. and Mrs. moved 
mio a house out in Cascade 
leights and bought a whole house- 
il of furniture, everything from 
atlor, bedroom to bath. When 
hey have their house warming I'll 
ng over a log. 


Lee McBride sure is getting 
He goes out and buys a nice 
w La Salle with handle bar con- 
tol. What’s the matter, Mac, do 
He copilots tire you out so much 
at you couldn’t reach the gear 
hift lever? 


Guess Charley Ingram hasn’t 


serious intentions. He went 
t and bought a Packard Sedan. 









PA Correspondents Contribute How, When, Where and Why of Air Line Flying 





becoming married for at least an- 
other year. Just as an after 
thought, suggest you buy a heater 
for it. 

Boss Davis swapped a run to at- 
tend a wedding. At least that’s 
the reason he gave to the swap- 
pee. Anyhow he went out and got 
stuck account weather for three 
days. Net Result: Missed the wed- 
ding. 

Schier “Lets Down” on Stairs 

Tip Schier always seemed to be 
able to handle the Electras just 
according to Hoyle in making low 
approaches and letting down. How- 
ever several weeks ago he slipped 
and tumbled down a full flight of 
stairs. Said he came near getting | 
washed out. He really hit hard | 





FORTY-NINTH MEETING 
OF BACHELOR’S CLUB 


By PILOT HAMILTON SMITH 
; JR. 





Council No. 26—P. A. A. 
Brownsville, Tex. 

Scene: Smith’s room at Frances 
Field. 

—Smith: “The meeting will 

please come to order and inas- 
much as this is my room and my 
lemonade and my calling of the 
meeting for an important issue I 
hereby appoint myself chairman 
for a night.” 
Rover-boy Kroeger: “Okay 
bv me, give me another glass and 
T’ll filler up to the top.” 

—Rover-boy Young: 








“All 





then limit memberships to only 
those who have broken up at least 
three certified happy homes.” 


—Kroeger and Young in uni- 
son, Kroeger drowning out Young: 
“No, you’re all wet. Let’s not give 
ground but just make another res- 
olution to throw some real fear 
into these husbands.” 

—yYoung, feeling pretty frisky: 
“T’'ll make a resolution that we 
spend the rest of the meeting just 
talking about girls in general.” 


—Kroeger and Smith conceal- 


ing anticipation: “Okey, okey, 
seconded.” é 
—yYoung: “One of these days 


I’m going way back in the hills 
and get myself a little girl who 























Pacific Alaska Airways’ Electra on skiis with shutter control for motors. 
ing these ships are Pilots Jones, Monsen, Robbins; Copilots Hall, Knox, Stuart; all 
members of ALPA Council No. 55 formed in February, 1936. 


Fly- 








P | 
| causing a severely wrenched back. 


Tip went around several days with 
a stiff neck and back. However 
he’s on the mend. 

Have I been getting the razz- 
berries. Went to the barbers just 
to fool the dog catchers and when 
I came out the barber really had 
fooled me. I took two looks at 
myself and knew just how a sheep 
feels when sheared. The titles now 
are Swami or Von. What’s the 
use of having a dutch name if you 
can’t look the part? 

Playful bunch we have. The 
latest is a game called “button 
button who hid the . button?” 
Everyone is very much interested 
in the final outcome. If you can’t 
find what you’re looking for just 
ask me. I know where it’s hid. 
Things You Would Like to Know 

Who lost a sum of money in a 
crap game? 

Who can’t understand why 
everyone knows the phone number 
of the latest? 

Who sleeps with the lights and 
the radio turned on? 

Who lives in Room 4 — in a 
leading Atlanta Hotel? 

Who made too many motions 
the night before? 

Who was making a build up and 
received an awful let down? 

Who is trying to find out some- 
thing by a handwriting analyzer? 

Who is glad to go to Dallas for 
a change? 

Who is glad to go to Charleston 
for a change? 

Who used to go to Birmingham 
for a change? 

Who goes where in Jackson? 

Who is pixilated? 

Who leaves their clothes scat- 
tered all over the apartment? 

Who knows how many towels it 
takes to wash and shave? 

Who thinks I ought to stop? I 





Hhat’s going to keep him from| do 


right, but it’s my turn next week. 
Give me another glass too. I like 
mine a bit stronger.” 

—Smith: “We'll argue about 
next week later. Here’s one with 
two lumps this time. That ought 
to hold you. 

“Ahem! You know fellow mem- 
bers that there has been a lot of 
proish and conish bickerings about 
the potency of our club. Most of 
the married pilots in the division 
laugh at us and don’t think we 
stand for much. I, for one, con- 
stantly threaten Bill Bryce and 
Kris Kristofferson about leaving 
on overnight trips so often when 
one of us is in and on the loose. 
The only reaction I’ve gotten from 
Kris is: ‘Ha, Ha, you slap-silly 
witch,’ and that I don’t mind so 
darn much as we members share 
the opinion and hope that after all 
some husbands may be just a lit- 
tle worried. But what made me 
mad enough to call this extra ses- 
sion meeting was the remark made 
to me by a wife, and in front of 
two husbands, that none of us 
would have enough nerve to come 
in were a red lantern hanging 
from every window. 

“Shut up Kroeger, remember I 
still have the floor—yes, I know 
none of them had better ever say 
that to you—and incidentally you 
didn’t shine so bright on the mis- 
sion we assigned to you last week. 

“Now, I have a weighty proposi- 
tion to make. What do you think 
of the idea of changing the name 
of the Club? 

“Alright, Ray, get a towel from 
the bathroom and wipe it up. Be 
careful and you can have another 


glass. 
The Triangle Club 
“My first idea was to suggest 
calling it The Eternal Triangle 
Club. However, just The Triangle 
Club would sound a little more 


will be continually amazed at me 
all day long.” 

(Smith and Kroeger trying to 
uphold the sanctity of the Club 
say nothing — turn their heads 
from Young.) 

—Smith: “One more thing be- 
fore the evening’s entertainment 
goes too far back to its usual pat- 
ter. I’m going to be based back 
in Brownsville for awhile. Too 
many adverse rumors have been 
coming down about the chapter 
there. Granted we have started 
most of them here, but what about 
A. J. Sewart and Keenan?” 


—Young: “Suppose that after 
say five or six years of married 
life, long enough to get pretty 
used to everything, you are sitting 
in the bed room with your wife, 
not necessarily completely dressed. 
You, for instance would be doing 
nothing in particular, maybe blow- 
ing smoke rings, and your wife 
would, let’s say, be making up. 
What do you think would be your 
uppermost thought?” 

Smith: “Probably the rate of 
vanish of the little bitty $15.00 
jar of vanishing cream.” 

New Ships 

Unbelievable but true our Di- 
vision got its fleet of DC-3’s about 
on time and a safe delivery of 
them all within a few weeks. After 
a careful checking over by our 
shops, which are second to none, 
two of them have left for Rio de 
Janeiro. George Kraigher and 
Lars Halvorsen in the first, 
George Doole and Gene Kester in 
the next; there is still another to 
be sent. Dick Geier will probably 
be the pilot. Panagra, for opera- 
tion on the west coast of South 
America, gets another three of 
the big Douglases; the remain- 
der will be used in the Western 
Division. (Subject to change with- 
out notice.) 

Checked Out 


Ray Young after living such an 
exemplary life for the past few 


‘cavu’ for all his trips outdid him- 
self even further. He has just 
been checked-out. Deserving it 
from every standpoint we all of- 
fer congratulations. Corny Dun- 
bar also took and successfully 
passed all of his check-out require- 
ments (in the air) and will have 
the next opening. 


The “Rover-boys in Cristobal” 
have one extra special little shut- 
tle run—from Cristobal to Balboa 
and return, round trip about fifty 
minutes. This shuttle is kept alive, 
as are most stores and things 
down here, by sporadic influxes 
of tourists. Great delight has been 
expressed by us all upon learning 
that a cruise boat containing 700 
of the things docks on Xmas morn- 


ing. 


Vacationing last month I met 
Bill Arthur (American Airlines) 
in New. York. Bill’s chief gripe: 
Scandalous publicity in ALP A. 
Nice going Scribe-y! 


Typical pilot perplexity: What 
would be Swanee Taylor’s first 
maneuver if caught some beauti- 
ful day in a gentle drizzle! 





STORMY MANGHAM 
WINS BY A SHIRT 


By PILOT J. S. TEMPLETON 
Council No. 19—A. A. 
Ft. Worth, Tex. 


With the recent publication of 
the new D. O. C. Air Traffic Rules 
concerning airline pilot ratings I 
can almost hear the exclamations 
of joy arising from the co-pilots 
here in Ft. Worth and Dallas, who 
had almost resigned themselves to 
their fate, as far as getting any 
kind of a rating on the Douglas 
equipment is concerned. Of 
course there still remains that so- 
called reserve pilot rating which 
day by day is beginning to take on 
the appearance of a “political 
promise.” Despite disappointment 
over the reserve ratings there ap- 
pears to be a “new deal’ in view 
for the co-pilots in the not too dis- 
tant future, especially since the 
Association and pilots have been 
actively engaged in the formation 
of the new working agreement. 
Since the last issue of the Air 
Line Pilot came off the press, news 
has been scarce around here and I 
am beginning to believe that the 
boys are conspiring against me, 
- ligt they’re not very informa- 
ive. 


Back to the Birds and Bees 


There is a current rumor to the 
effect. that Frank Raymond is 
starting a “back-to-nature” move- 
ment. Recently he deserted the 
riotous and fast moving life of Ft. 
Worth for a more peaceful abode 
on the shores of Lake Worth, 
where he can commune wtih the 
birds and the bees. 


Slowly but surely the ranks of 
the bachelors around the neighbor- 
hood are beginning to thin out. 
First it was Lawing who yielded to 
the wiles of the fairer sex, then it 
was Johnny Davidson and now 
it is E, P. Curry who has just re- 
cently taken the “veil.” We un- 
derstand that E. P. (Eagle-Pants) 
Curry is making arrangements to 
live in Memphis and fiy to Ft. 
Worth so that those cancellations 
at Memphis won’t interfere with 
his home life. 

Stormy Mangham in Calf-Roping 
Contest 

An item of news which might 
be of interest to most of us, was 
recently reported by J. F. David- 
son and Jim Hay who it seems 
were in attendance at the horse 
show. Of particular interest was 
their description of a certain phase 
of the calf-roping contest. It 
seems that one J. H. Mangham 
(Stormy to you) was entered in 
the contest (as well as the calf) 
but was unfortunate in not taking 
first place. The spectacle was 
most entertaining however and al- 
though “Stormy” didn’t win first 
prize his shirt was conceded to be 
the loudest so it placed first. 

Gentlemen I must offer my apol- 
ogies for such a brief account of 
the news but Walter Winchells 

















subtle, don’t you think? We could 


months that he kept the weather 


(Continued on page 5, Col. 1) 
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_ FATIGUE 


By MAJOR CHARLES F. SNELL 
Medical Corps, U. S. Army 
Director, Department of 
Aviation Medicine 





Fatigue as it relates to the aver- 
age Army Flier is not a trouble- 
some factor at the present time. 
It is believed that the duties of 
the army flier are not unduly ar- 
duous, and if he becomes fatigued, 
it is only in the nature of a nor- 
mal fatigue which may be recover- 
ed from after the necessary 
amount of rest. That is, fatigue is 
not an accumulative one in a 
great majority of cases. There are 
reasons why this fatigue would be 
minimized. Some of these are: 
more comfortable ships, more eas- 
ily maneuverable ships, better | 
landing facilities, better control of 
weather conditions, less time spent 
in the air between landings, and 
greater elimination of noise. Fur- 
thermore, it seems that the health 
of fliers is consistently better and, 
they make more effort to maintain 
a good physical condition. Again, 
unless on a cross-country under 
adverse weather and other condi- 
tions, the hours of duty of a mili- 
tary pilot are not prolonged 
enough to induce more than a 
normal amount of fatigue at the 
present time. Of course, conditions 
in wartime or simulated war, 
would be radically different. 

Akin to Industrial Fatigue 

Such fatigue as is now induced 
is akin to industrial fatigue and 
affects primarily the nervous me- 
chanisms. Muscular fatigue is un- 
doubtedly a minimal factor unless 
a mission is prolonged. 

Varies with Individual 

Fatigue of course varies with! 
the individual. The amount of 
stress and strain experienced by 
one pilot may fatigue him unduly, 
while another pilot will not be- 
come fatigued under the same 
conditions. The causes of fatigue 
in one man may be multiple and 
may show him to be susceptible to 
annoyances which never adversely 
affect the other man. Providing 
each is in a normal state of health, 
the nervous make-up of the one 
may be inherently inferior to that 
of the other. This condition would 
therefore render him more sus- 
ceptible to the many stimuli which 
react to produce a state of fatigue. 

This statement means that, if 
we are to prognosticate and diag- 
nose fatigue in any pilot, we 
should know the nervous and 
physical background of that pilot. 
It is only by knowing the man 
himself, the stress and strain to 
which he is exposed, and his ca- 
pacity to withstand these stresses 
and strains that we are able to 
handle the fatigue problem of the 
individual, if such exists. 

It is realized that fatigue has a 
very scientific basis and needs 
more study from a_ laboratory 
standpoint. Little enough has yet 
been done on this important prob- 
lem. However, it is our opinion 
that insofar as the individual 
pilot himself is concerned, much 
can be done for him by close ob- 
servation and maintenance. 

(The Surgeon General does not 
necessarily subscribe to contents 
as given herein.) 


PILOT RHINER 
KILLED 
IN WEST 


ALPA recently received word 
that Pilot L. H. Rhiner was acci- 
dently killed while carrying pas- 
sengers for hire at Tacoma, Wash- 
ington. According to the report, 
the aircraft had a structural fail- 
ure twenty-five feet in the air just 
after the take-off.- Three of the 
ten passengers also met death and 
the rest were dangerously injured. 

Pilot Rhiner became a mem- 
ber of the Association in Decem- 
ber, 1936 while flying for Han- 
ford Air Lines. His employment 
with that company terminated in 
April 1937. 

ALPA extends deepest sympa- 











thies to his survivors. 


ASK REMOVAL OF 


Hazardous 
Obstructions 





At the 1936 convention of the 
Air Line Pilots Association the 
following resolution was passed: | 

“Resolved, That high vertical | 
radio towers in the vicinity of air- | 


ports are hazardous and a menace 





to safe air transportation. Be it 
further 
“Resolved, That Association | 


Headquarters and members indi- | 
vidually use all available means of | 
securing their removal and prevent 
further construction of such tow- | 
ers.” 
Questionnaires Sent Out 

In line with this Headquarters 
sent out questionnaires to all 
councils asking for locality of dan- 
gerous vertical radio towers and| 
other obstructions and 
mendations as to their removal. 

Upon completion of this survey, | 
Richard C. Gazley, Chief, Safety | 
and Planning Div., Bureau of Air | 
Commerce, was written as follows: 


Bureau Written | 
Dear Mr. Gazley: 
In accordance with a resolution | 
passed at our last convention we| 
have made a survey of our pilots’ 
councils to determine what the 
situation is at the present time 
with respect to airport hazards. 
We have received the following re- 
port: 
FT. WORTH: 
Smokestack 200 feet high at 
east-west runway (unlighted). 
High tension line on north and 


east boundary of field (un- 
lighted). 

WICHITA: 

Unlighted pole line across 


east and south boundary of field. 
KANSAS CITY: 

All obstructions unlighted. 
NEWARK: 

400 foot stack northeast of 
field about one mile. 
CHICAGO: 

Two mile tank and radio tow- 
ers. (Recommend that the top 
light on all radio towers shall be 
flashing lights.) | 
BUTTE: 

Telephone line immediately 
south of airport should be placed 
underground. 

BURBANK: 





Recommend removing entirely | 
high power line along east end| 
of east-west runway at Union| 
Air Terminal. 

Immediate installation of ob-| 
struction light on tree and re-| 
moval of pole line at south end | 
of north-south runway. 

Consider installation of flood- 
lights at south end 
south runway. 

SAN FRANCISCO: 

Immediate installation of ob-| 
struction lights on the power) 
line northwest of the field. 

Installation before November 
1st, of approach lights, spaced 
at suitable intervals, from the 
east end of the east-west runway 
to a point at least 2,000 feet east 
of, and in line with, the runway. 

Immediate provision of a suit- 
able crash boat, properly 
equipped, and with trained crews 
(who may also act as field at- 
tendants) to be instantly avail- | 
able at all times. (This equip- | 
ment would possibly have saved | 
some of the lives lost in the 
crash of last February.) 
FRESNO: 

Immediate lighting and early 
removal of the power line at the 
end of the northwest-southeast 
runway. (This was promised by 
airport authorities three months 
ago.) 

BAKERSFIELD: 

Immediate lighting of tank- 
farm lightning rods northeast 
and northwest of field. 
SAUGUS: 

Immediate lighting (prefer- 
ably removal) of pole line north 
of field. 

SAN DIEGO: 

Enlarge field to safe propor- 

tions. 








over its route 


An Editorial In Pictures 





(Continued from Page 1) 





Directly 






on the northern route stands the Washington Monu- 
recom-| Ment, over which every ship must pass in approaching and circling 
|for a landing. Dotted line indicates airport. 





o 


S ededed 





Approaching and taking off in this direction, pilots must fly 


between a smokestack, hangars and gas tanks with enough lift to pass 
over a junk yard, wires and railroad tracks. 


(Photos by Times Staff Photographer Beales from Goodyear Blimp “Enterprise.’’) 


































November, 193% Novem 
Imperial Ai 
perial Airways. & 
Under Fi 
n er tre (Co1 
e are bor 
In Parliament § ===" 
Oh, | 
pring u 
Charging that Croydon airfie)fm™ caused « 
was “only fitted for a second clas wonder 
Balkan state,” that the whole om that is; 
British civil aviation was rapiqjg™ dies th: 
coming under the control of ty,™ strong « 
London financial houses and thaj 
pilots were being “victimized” and NOT E 
their pay was being cut, W. R. D 
Perkins, tall and aggressive Coy 
servative member of the House 9 By PII 
Commons gave the Government prion 
“food for thought.” 
Disputing a statement that In 
| perial Airways—the governmen}’ A fer 
subsidized line—was “the safosd friend, | 
air line in the world,” Perkins yogmy ™° that 
called that an inquiry into op, from C 
fatal crash had disclosed the comjm™ of "°WS 
pany had been “regularly cutting 224 1 . 
the supply of fuel too fine on ths date for 
Mediterranean route.” feel tha 
Association Members “Victimized” SS aie 
He also discussed the newly the 01 
formed British Air Line Pilots As. been dif 
sociation and stated that Imperial] paigned 
Airways had refused to grant col. power ¢ 
lective bargaining. “Recently since it 
there have been a series of dis. weap t] 
missals which appeared to be close tually d 


to victimization,” he said. 
Lieutenant-Colonel A. J. Muir. 


I feel 
privileg 











-P.0.D. OPPOSES 
INCREASE FOR 


CHGO. & SOUTHERN 





The Post Office Department filed 
a brief with the I. C. C. opposing 
the petition of the Chicago & 
Southern Air Lines, Inc., for an 
increase in air mail compensation 
from Chicago to 
New Orleans via Peoria, Spring- 
field, St. Louis, Memphis and Jack- 


| son. 





Contemplated Erection of 
Hazards 


Contemplated erection of vari- 


of north-|ous projects which would be haz- 
jardous to air operations are as 
| follows: 


BURBANK AREA: 


Hoover Dam power line which 
is to be constructed on 200 foot 
towers one mile northwest of the 
field directly across the only 
possible bad-weather approach. 


CHICAGO AREA: 


Towers south of Downers 
Grove on the southwest leg of 
the Chicago range twelve miles 
out. 

We would greatly appreciate a 
report from you regarding the 
various hazardous conditions list- 
ed above. 

Very truly yours, 
AIR LINE PILOTS 
ASSOCIATION. 
/s/ David L. Behncke, President. 


Letter to Be Referred to Jacobs 

On October 21, the following let- 
ter was received from Mr. Gazley: 
Dear Mr. Behncke: 

I am referring your letter of 
October 18 with reference to air- 
port hazards to Mr. Jacobs, Chief 
of the Certificate and Inspection 


Division, as the subject matter 
contained therein is under his 
jurisdiction. 


Very truly yours, 
/s/ Richard C. Gazley, 


Chief, Safety & Planning Division. 





Post Office 


Two Important Air 
Mail Routes in Alaska 











Advertisements for two impor- 
tant air mail routes in Alaska 
were issued last week by the Post 
Office Department. One of these 
routes is from Juneau, the capital 
and distributing center in middle 
of Alaska, to White Horse, Yukon 
Territory, Canada, a distance of 
168 miles. The other is from 
Fairbanks, the principal business 
and distributing center in middle 
northern Alaska, to White Horse, 
a distance of 492 miles. 


From Juneau to Fairbanks 


These routes, connecting at 
White Horse, will afford a through 
or connecting service from Juneau, 
in southeastern Alaska, to Fair- 
banks, in middle northern Alaska, 
from which point several air mail 
routes are now operating to re- 
mote and distant points in the 
Territory, among them the impor- 
tant routes from Fairbanks to 
Nome, 524 miles; and from Fair- 
banks to Bethel, 540 miles. The 
Juneau-Fairbanks air mail service 
will have once-a-week round trip 
schedules and will connect at Ju- 
neau with the mail and passenger 
steamers from Seattle. Mails, 
passengers and express will be ad- 
vanced about five days. Under ex- 
isting services mail, passengers 
and express proceed from Juneau 
by steamer. At Seward they move 
over railroad to Fairbanks. Three 
days are required for the steam- 
er service between Juneau and 
Seward and two days for the rail- 
road service between Seward and 
Fairbanks. Planes will cover the 
distance between Juneau and Fair- 
banks in about four or five hours. 

It is hoped, in the near future, 
to establish an air mail route 
from Cordova, Valdez, Seward and 
Anchorage to Tanacross, where it 
will connect with the Fairbanks- 
Juneau line. 

Hope to Connect with U. S. 

The two routes which are being 
advertised are the first leg in a 
trunk line air mail route from 




























head, Under-Secretary for Air lite pre 
said that Imperial was not opposed mention 
to collective bargaining and that I bell 
the recent dismissals had no con. 
nections with such negotiations, fade : 
(This has a familiar ring. Wher "°S° ® 
have we heard it before? No, N 
no! Colonel, how could there be The | 
any connection? Not so long agol .. gay ; 
in the early days of our Associa-Ml ta.» sch 
tion similar statements were heard 1 Thi 
in this country when officials triedfll ov to 
desperately to justify dismissals of cago, ar 
pilots for union activities. ) fortuna’ 
= —= extend 
- regret | 
Advertises }:.": 
Orleans 
At t 
and far 
las, Te: 
Withi 
and wit 
na’s fa 
Fairbanks and Juneau into the mend § 
United States. It is hoped tha Catlir 
within the next year or two a 
route can be established from Ben ( 
some point in the States to con- ick u 
nect at Juneau or White Horse proper 
with the routes now being adver- & f 
tised. Whether this last - men- me a 
tioned route will be laid out along tri wi 
the coast from Seattle, via Ketch- x P poss 
ikan and Petersburg to Juneau; eget 
whether it will be run from Spo- ie -* 
kane, Washington, back of the le ni 
Coastal mountain range, to Ed- =. 
monton, Canada, and thence tom. The | 
White Horse, or whether it willgj™ ™porta 
run from Great Falls, Montana, tom Sts of 
Edmonton and White Horse, re 7. R.’s. 
mains to be determined. All off™*W da 
these proposed routes are beingg™ ‘t. 
considered. al. 
Bids Opened Dec. 15 os 
Bids for the two routes adver- 
tised will be opened in the office BROO 
of the Second Assistant Postmas- 
ter General on Wednesday, De 
cember 15, 1937, at Noon, and them 5y PIL 
successful bidders will be required Co 
to begin operations not later than 
six months from the date of the Inste: 
awards of the contracts. TheMthis coy 
terms of the contracts will be forfmore }j 
three years, iles ha 
These routes are being adver-M@M'tip bet 
tised under the foreign air mail nd two 


Boston 
out reg: 


act and will be operated as foreign 
air mail routes. There will be 4 





surcharge on all mail transported. @ience o} 
The postage rates will be an-MMlss of 
nounced later. This pu 
Multi-Motored Planes pilots b 

In providing these air mail bilots. 
routes for Alaska, the Post Of : their 
fice Department has taken into " car 
consideration the acute need for ie thos 
transportation facilities in the gm tec 
Territory and is requiring that@™ Our | 
multi-motored planes, with ag" nev 
cargo capacity sufficient to pro @e ery ti 
vide accommodations for at least# This 
ten passengers, and _ substantial Mitgo re, 
quantities of mail and express mist of 
shall be provided. tnt tale 
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(Continued from Page 8) 
are born, not made, so I fear this 
must stand as is, 

Oh, yes! I almost forgot to 
pring up a question which has 



















































ydon airfie|#m™ caused others as well as myself to 

second clasam wonder about and ponder over and 

he whole o@™ that is; how Sherman Willard han- 

was rapid dies that “ten-gallon” hat in a 

itrol of twa strong cross wind? 

es and that 

7 2 NOT EVEN A CHANCE 

ut, W. R. D, 

ressive Cop TO CAMPAIGN 

rr House off gy PILOT ROWE DAVIDSON 
overnmen Council No. 48—C, & S. A. L. 


New Orleans, La. 


ent that 
at Im A few days ago my very good 


yovernment’ 


tthe safes friend, Bill Fry, called to inform 
’ Perkins rea ™° that I had been elected scribe 
ry into om from Council No. 48. That bit 
sed the com of news came as quite a surprise. 
larly cutting Had I known that I was a candi- 
) fine on the date for this honored position, I 
, feel that I would have been duty 
el a bound to prepare a few choice 
Victimized” campaign speeches. Of course, 
the newly the outcome might have 
ne Pilots As heen different—never having cam- 
hat Imperial paigned before I don’t know the 
to grant col-@™ power of my speeches. However 
. Recently since it took place during my ab- 
ries of dis sence there is one thing that ac- 
d to be close tually draws a complaint from me; 
said. I feel that I should have been 
A. J. Muir privileged to offer the usual po- 
ry for AirfM™ lite protest when my name was 
not opposed mentioned for the position. 
wd and that I believe it is customary to in- 
ad no con- jude some int ne . : 
nanietlations _ so! : interesting news in 
ing. Where these articles. 
fore? No, New Winter Schedule 


ld there be The most important happening 


son es 480@ so far this month is the new win- 
“pd ce ter schedule, effective December 
S were hearl# 1, This change makes it neces- 
officials 


sary to move four men to Chi- 
cago, and lower temperatures, We 
fortunates left in the Southland 
= extend our sympathy and really 
regret seeing them leave. Even 
0, we beam at wintering in New 
Orleans. 


dismissals of 
ties. ) 


At this time Jimmy Benedict 
and family are vacationing in Dal- 
las, Texas. 

Within a short time Bill Fry 
and wife will be enjoying Hava- 
na’s famous spots. We recom- 
mend Sloppy Joe’s. 


ska 


au into the 
s hoped that 
rr or two a 
plished from 
tates to con- 
White Horse 
being adver- 
s last - men- 
aid out along 
le, via Ketch- 
+ to Juneau; 
in from Spo- 


Catlin and Family California 
Bound 


Ben Catlin and family will soon 
back up to their home, make 
proper connections and start roll- 
ing toward California, namely to 
se the Rose Bowl game. This 
trip will afford Ben an excellent 
opportunity for a few candid cam- 
ra shots, having nearly exhausted 
interesting possibilities in New Or- 
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Pll be back and haunt you 
Jec. 15 me more. 
rou ver- 
an cae BROOKE SUBMITS 
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By PILOT WALTER A. BROOKE 
Council No, 22—A. A. 
Newark, N. J. 


Instead of doing the scribing for 
this council this month, it will be 
more like mourning. The sched- 
ules have been RUINED. One 
tip between Newark and Buffalo 
and two trips between Newark and 
Boston have been lopped off with- 
out regard for passengers, conven- 
nce or otherwise, resulting in the 
loss of 342% hours flying time. 
This put a few more of our first 


Noon, and the 
ll be required 
ot later than 
» date of the 
ntracts. The 
ts will be for 


being adver- 
sign air mail 
ted as foreign 
ere will be 4 
1 transported. 
will be an- 


Pies pilots back into the ranks of co- 
ke mall pilots. There is little to be said 
the Post Of- in their behalf as every pilot on the 


‘ne can appreciate their feelings. 
0 those who have been recently 
demoted, 


s taken into 
ute need for 


ities in the 
equiring that i Our greatest glory consists not 
es, with «@™" never falling, but in rising 


‘ery time we fall. 

This is not the half of it. Chi- 
ago received their share also. The 
frst of the month will tell a differ- 
®t tale, or I miss my guess by a 


‘tient to pro 
; for at least 
d substantial 
and express 





(.&$. A. L. HAS NEW WINTER SCHEDULE—STAINBACK ROVING REPORTER 








long way. It sort of reminds me 
of a little piece I read not so long 
ago. 


“I watch them tearing a building 
down, 

A gang of men in a busy town. 

With a ho-heave-ho and lusty yell 

they swung a beam, and the side- 
wall fell. 

I asked the foreman, ‘Are these 
men skilled, 

And the men you’d hire if you 
had to build?’ 

He gave a laugh and said: 
indeed, 

Just common labor is all I need. 

I can easily wreck in a day or 
two 

What builders have taken a year 
to do.” 


‘No, 


Don’t look now, but that light 
stuff under Dave Cooper’s nose is 
a mustache. No foolin’ he is 
really growing one of those things. 
A month’s effort and it is sprout- 
ing very well, another month, and 
it will be necessary to start prun- 
ing. 

Eavesdropping on a stewardess’ 
conversation the other day, the fol- 
lowing was heard: 

1st Stewardess: “I believe I 
could be a doctor myself.” 

2nd Stewardess: “How’d you 
work it?” 

1st Stewardess: “If a man that 
works in an office comes along, 
fresh air and exercise. If it’s a 





pilot, you tell him to stay in the 
house and keep warm.” 

Winter Underwear 
; Newly promoted D. C. 2nd Pi- 
lot: “I want some warm winter un- 
derwear.” 

Haberdasher: “How long?” 

Pilot: “How long? I don’t 
want to rent ’em, I want to buy 
’em.”’ 

This schedule change here has 
resulted in our copilots being 
given a two weeks’ vacation with- 
out pay, instead of laying off sev- 
eral of them and then wondering 
where they would eat during the 
winter, and where we would get 
some new copilots in the spring 
when the schedules are replaced. 
we hope. Another nice piece of 
figuring on the part of our chief 
pilot. 


If with pleasure you are viewing 
The good work a man is doing— 
If you like him, or you love him, 
Tell him now. 
Don’t withhold your approbation 
*Til the parson makes oration, 
As he lies with snowy lilies in his 
hand. 
Why? 

Why does Governor Talmadge 
wear red suspenders? 

To keep his hopes up. 

Why does Governor Landon 
smoke a pipe? 

To keep his mouth shut. 

Why does Herbert Hoover wear 
high collars? 

To keep his chin up. 

Why does Al Smith wear a top 
hat now? 

So nobody will mistake him for 
the proletarian he used to be. 

Why does Senator McAdoo 
wear high collars? 

So nobody will mistake him for 
a horse. 

Why does a horse wear short 
ears? 

So nobody will mistake him for 
a schedule writer. 


PACIFIC PARADE 


By PILOT A. W. STAINBACK 
Council 57—U. A. L. 
Burbank, Calif. 

Alright, alright! Of course I 
know that George Boyd married 
ex C. G. —N. K.—U. A. L. stew- 
ardess Mildred Roper! That makes 
it illegal, if not impossible, for 
our Hollywood Highlight to be 
hitched to anyone else, doesn’t it! 
How names got twisted in last 
month’s effort we don’t know; 
whether the News’ proof reader 
has a grudge or whether Ichabod, 
our terrible typewriter, has orig- 
inal ideas about romance as it cer- 











tainly has about spelling. Any- 








way, if anybody’s feelings were 
hurt — we’re humbly apologetic. 
On the other hand, if anybody 
was flattered—think nothing of it. 
Now, will you guys lay off! 

a a * 

Fellers, I honestly believe they 
mean it. Turned roving reporter 
for two weeks, this correspondent 
recently went prowling across the 
continent and down the east coast 
talking with, and listening to, pi- 
lots and operations officials of five 
different air lines. Some of them 
knew the writer as a pilot; others 
(did vou say “them was the lucky 
ones”?) didn’t know him from 
Aunt Sudie’s off ox, but from 
every one came the same story: 
“This year OUR company wants 
safety. Whether we complete all 
of our schedules or not, every mile 
we fly has to be absolutely safe.” 

The general attitude seems to 
indicate that this winter, for per- 
hans the first time, the pilot can- 
eelling or delaving a trip will not 
have to explain; but rather the 
man who flies any sort of weather 
at all will have to prove that it 
was a perfectly safe operation. 

Which is as it should be. 


* * & 
Politics and Airports 


For many years a favorite topic 
of conversation between pilots in 
this area has been the recurrent 
efforts of Los Angeles politicians 
to force the removal of airline op- 
erations from the San Fernando 
Valley to Mines Field, in Ingle- 
wood. Burbank’s Union Air Ter- 
minal, now being used by three of 
the four major companies, has 
plenty of drawbacks even for 
present operations, but the practi- 
cally unimproved Inglewood field 
is in the coastal fog belt, is sur- 
rounded by rolling hills, oil wells 
and high tension power lines, and 
is farther from Los Angeles by 
ground transportation than any 
one of half a dozen other fields 
in the metropolitan area. Mines 
Field, in other words, has nothing 
to recommend it as an air terminal 
unless the rumor is true that finan- 
cial interests behind it hold high 
places in the politics of the citv. 
The result is that the pilots and 
the less weak-kneed of the com- 
panies have vigorously opposed 
the change. 


Curiously coincident with the 
latest agitation in favor of Mines 
Field came the discovery that 
Hoover’ Dam power was to be 
brought into the San Fernando 
Valley area over a high-line some 
two hundred feet tall, originally 
routed by the Los Angeles Bureau 
of Power and Light to pass just 
one eighth of a mile from the west 
boundary of Union Air Terminal. 


Little Pink’s Uncle Thad 


Nobody’s accusing anybody of 
anything, but it does seem likely 
that somebody’s heard about Lit- 
tle Pink’s Uncle Thad. 

Uncle Thad lives in the swamps 
of the Cape Fear, down in Eastern 
Carolina, and while he’s never had 
any education to speak of—or to 
speak with for that matter—he’s 
pretty smart. For instance, he fig- 
ured out very early that the easier 
it was for folks to do their work, 
the more work they’d be able to 
do in a day, and he was the first 
man in the county to put handles 
on his wife’s wash tubs. 

Well, Uncle Thad had some 
neighbors move in on him a few 
years back and they were pretty 
low sort of poor white trash. They 
were the borrowin’ sort of neigh- 
bors that never bring anything 
back and they had a pack of suck- 
egg hounds that never stayed 
home. Uncle Thad tried for years 
to get rid of these folks ’til he 
found out that. their name had 
once been Goldberg. Then he 
started raising hogs on both sides 
of their five acres, and it wasn’t 
six months before he bought ’em 
out for less than the taxes. 

Then the government paid him 
to kill the hogs. 

* * * 
No Dirt 

He mav not know it, but Opera- 
tive 86-X, in charge of the dirt 
for this department is just before 


getting himself fired. All he’s 
managed to dig up for this issue is 
a rumor or two concerning certain 
graduation (to D. C. — 8 equip- 
ment) ceremonies in Oakland. It 
seems that the hood of somebody’s 
automobile got all scratched up by 
somebody else’s shoes when the 
second somebody tried to fill the 
radiator with a most unconven- 
tional anti-freeze fluid. With 
practically no success too. 

And H. Gustave Kraft has be- 
some considerable gun- shy since 
Remy Remelin and Mac McMillen 
set off a package of firecrackers 
in the coat pocket of Herb’s brand 
new suit. The first two or three 
went off inside the pocket — the 
others went off, but there was no 
longer any pocket there — and 
Herb was just leaving. 

* * * 
Give Us Radio Reception 

This department fails to see 
much point in the great fuss some 
companies are making over the 
swinging loop for orientation by 
radio triangulation. Nobody knows 
better than we do that the ranges 
are pretty bad but from all ac- 
counts they are at least as accu- 
rate as the triangulation method 
is likely to be, and if static makes 
the ranges useless, of what use are 
the loops? We would suggest con- 
centration of energy and money 
on research into the static prob- 
lem and the development of such 
equipment as is indicated by that 
research. Give us radio reception 
and we’ll not need to orient our- 
selves; without it the swinging 
loop becomes another useless gad- 
get in the already crowded cock- 
pit. 

na 

There must be some mistake— 
I know that this Association has 
members east of Cheyenne; but of 
the sixty-eight pilots and copilots 
I talked to back there, not one 
wore the Association pin. 

* * cd 

Things We’d like to Know De- 
partment: 

Whether pilots of the five com- 
panies in this area would like to 
get together, say once in three 
months to get acquainted and dis- 
cuss common problems? The 
number is Burbank 3220. 


HULETT COMPLETELY 
RECOVERS FROM WILD 
SHOT IN MEMPHIS 


By PILOT C. M. HEFNER 
Council No. 35—A. A. 
Memphis, Tenn. 


* * 








Yes, the winter season has 
really set in, but who expected it 
to start on the very day that the 
hunting season opened and leave 
all the would-be hunters stranded 
high and dry in Newark while all 
the stations from Kansas City east 
are giving zurp-zurp or worse. 
Maybe it wouldn’t have been so 
bad if John Pricer would have 
been stuck with the rest of the 
boys, but he managed to squeeze 
his way home before the stuff 
came down. The touching point 
of the whole situation being that 
John stole a march on the boys 
and arranged to take his vacation 
beginning the very day that duck 
shooting started while the rest of 
the boys had to double up to cover 
his shortage. At first most of the 
boys were hoping that he would 
fall over a stump and break his 
leg, then remembering that such 
action would probably keep him 
out of the schedule even more 
than his allotted two weeks, they 
just hoped that he would get sick 
for the two weeks so he couldn’t 
enjoy himself. Now that he is at 
home and they are stuck in New- 
ark their wishes for him will not 
pass the censors. 

Our Railroader 

Slim Payne has gone in for 
model railroading in a big way. 
Not those oversized trains ready- 
made that are on the market, but 
those more delicate affairs that 
you build up yourself to the com- 
plete dismay of your wife and all 





your friends. When he finishes 


all his plans he will have an out- 
lay worth some fif’ hunnert bucks 
in raw materials alone, and figur- 
ing his labor at a cent an hour will 
run it up to a thousand dollar in- 
vestment since he plans to spend 
several years in the making of it. 
But right now with hope spring- 
ing eternal, he’s a hard man to 
live with. When he comes to the 
field to go out on a run he draws 
a sketch of a twelve-wheel loco- 
motive on his flight plan. He 
won’t take off until the station 
agent stands beside the runway 
and gives the correct signal to the 
latest semaphore style that the 
right-of-way is clear. Then he 
hangs his head out the side of the 
cab like the best of engineers, has 
his copilot make a noise like a 
whistle while he lets off the air- 
brakes and he gives the gun. When 
he approaches a station he opens 
the door to the passenger cabin, 
calls out the next station and 
transfer points and coasts into the 
depot. - While the ship is being 
serviced with gas and airmail you 
can always find him walking along 
the side with a big oil can oiling 
his drivers and monkey-motion. 


Hulett Recovered 


This department is glad to re- 
port that Hulett and the notorious 
part of his anatomy are both well 
and happy and back on the job. 
In fact he has gone so far on the 
blue side of the ledger that he 
can’t find enough to do. It seemed 
rather odd that so much work 
would come out of such a little 
guy and investigation showed that 
there really was something in the 
woodpile beside the nigger. His 
latest task to date has been long 
hours of work helping McDonald 
perfect a trick boat whose plans 
have come straight from Bilovar. 
This boat on paper, looks like an 
ordinary boat, but is built into 
three sections, each folding into 
\the other so that the whole can 
be easily carried in a trailer or on 
the top of a car. Each section is 
waterproof in itself and when 
launched in the water all three 
sections are held together by some 
secret means that even the design- 
ers themselves have not as yet 
figured out. However, the major- 
ity of the good points of the de- 
sign show up when the three units 
are operated individuallv. For 
instance, if three people are in the 
boat and they want to fish in dif- 
ferent places, all they have to do 
is cut the sections loose and pull 
out. Though there is still a great 
question unanswered as to just 
what use McDonald is going to 
put the boat. For instance if 
three couples went avoyaging each 
could paddle his own section un- 
der his willow tree, and oh boy!! 

Was It Poison? 

If you occasionally waste your 
time reading such stuff, you will 
remember a previous report sub- 
mitted on how Walt Hunter took 
malaria on account Bill Arthur 
came to live with him. And so, to 
this story, like all real stories, 
there has developed the other side. 
Bill was on schedule the other day 
and had just landed at Nashville 
when he doubled up like the 
Hunch back of Notre Dame from 
cramps in his stomach and ended 
up in the Nashville hospital. Just 
what was wrong was never really 
found out because Bill got well 
too fast, but the history of the 
case is all you need to know. Bill 
still denies that it was some of 
the rat poison that Walt had been 
feeding him. 

You know Bolyard never has 
talked very much. Maybe he has 
the right slant after all. He’s the 
only one on the line that can show 
up with $2.75, 50-yard line foot- 
ball tickets that his girl has given 
to him. It must pay after all to 
have that great big apartment all 
by yourself. 

An Interesting Life 4 

If you think an air line pilot 
leads an uninteresting life you 
should read the footage that they 
are getting in the Memphis pa- 
pers. Bobby Jewell has just nosed 

(Continued on Page 6, Col. 1) 
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SLIM BABBITT FORCED TO DROP SOME OF THE BETTER THINGS IN LIFE 





Continued from Page 5) 
himself back into the lead by the 
discovery by local reporters of the 
stage and equipment of mystery 
that Bobby has in his garage. The 
next thing that is expected to out- 
do that is the story about Don 
Wood and his tonsils. 

Mary Davis and Her Six-shooter 

You won’t believe this, but it’s 
true. And particularly you would- 
n’t believe this about Wood, be- 
cause he makes so much noise that 
you’d think he actually had a big 
mouth. But when Doc Coors got 
him on the table to take out his 
tonsils he found that Don had such 
a dainty little mouth that he didn’t 
have room to work. So the real 
scars of the battle show up on Don 
as those little slits on each side 
of his mouth where Doc Coors had 
to cut so he could get both hands 
and one foot inside and do a good 
job. His wife offered Doc Coors 
an extra bonus of double pay if he 
would sew his complete mouth up 
when the repairs were made, but 
medical ethics saved the day and 
left Don free to carry on. 

If you have been in or around 
Memphis you have no doubt been 
out on the country estate of the 
Davis family. All who saw en- 
joyed and admired the quiet and 
peacefulness of the place and in- 
wardly wished for one of their 
own. But there came a day when 
sweetie had to go down and stoke 
the furnace, and on that very day, 
he began dreaming of the days he 
used to live in apartments and 
have someone else do the dirty 
work for him. But there was his 
wife to deal with, and as a little 
“persuader” he framed two 
tramps of questionable character 
to come by his house one night 
and ask to “use the phone.” How- 
ever, the men actually did get the 
idea to break into the house, and 
would have if it hadn’t been for 
Mary Davis and her six-shooter. 
She let them have it right through 
the window and all and the tramps 
tucked their coat-tails and beat 
it. But seeing the men run was 
all that Mary Davis needed to 
place the stock of the weaker sex 
at the right figure. Now she wears 
the six shooter at all times and 
Sweetie, no longer the mighty 
lion of the house, does the things 
she wants him to do with a very 
respectful “yes, mam” and “No, 
mam.” 


NEW OFFICE 
BUILDING 
FOR U.A.L. 


Next month United Air Lines 
will begin construction of a $300,- 
000 office structure to house its 
personnel at Sixtieth Street and 
Cicero avenue, opposite the mu- 
nicipal airport. 

The building will be of two- 
story construction with full base- 
ment and of modernistic design. 

This will be the first large air 
line office building designed in ad- 
vance for not only operating units, 
but for engineering, research ad 
technical departments. The air- 
line now employs 655 people in 
Chicago, their headquarters, and 
at present maintains its office 
staff in a downtown skyscraper. 


INVENTOR OF 
FOG LIGHT 
DIES 


Martin F. Rich, 37, inventor 
and manufacturer of a fog light 
for airplanes and automobiles, 
died recently in a Wheeling, W. 
Va., hospital. Mr. Rich’s home 
was in Bellaire, Ohio. 

A pioneer air mail pilot, while 
flying mails, Rich discovered the 
need for an adequate fog light and 
began experimenting. His inven- 
tion has been adopted during the 
last few years by many airplane 




















FEWER D. O. C. 
PHYSICALS—THANKS 
TO DR. GREENE 


By PILOT W. T. (SLIM) 
BABBITT 
Council No. 18—E. A. L. 
Miami, Fla. 


I believe the ALPA should 
grant any news correspondent fly- 
ing trips 5 and 6 special deadline 
clearance! That’s how come I 
missed out on last month’s issue. 
I had just gotten in from wres- 
tling one of those man-made flying 
machines against the elements for 
hours. You have no doubt all heard 
that old one, “Neither darkness, 
snow, rain, nor fog shall stay the 
swift couriers of the skies from 
completing their daily rounds; and 
the mail must go through or 
something.” No I didn’t attempt 
to do it without food. I made the 
unforgivable mistake of eating 
two white lead sandwiches. You’re 
right, it took three of my days off 
to get them out of my crank case. 


I had a lot of things I wanted 
to write about in that last issue 
but I couldn’t have gotten my 
own signature on paper with a 
rubber stamp. It’s a good thing 
the house veterinarian wasn’t 
there to slap one of those exam- 
inations on me, because I couldn’t 
have found my own personal tail 
section with both hands. I’d prob- 
ably have to have a waiver to op- 
erate a wheel chair after Doc got 
through with me. 

Stormy Weather 
It looks like ALPA encountered 
some very stormy weather recent- 
ly in the Washington airport deal 
caused by some of you boys turn- 
ing panty waist. It surely wasn’t 
me. I took up flying because I fig- 
ured I would rather take a chance 
once in a while than to work for 
a living but when I stick my gourd 
up against the windshield and 
watch those DC-3’s eat up that 
elongated taxi strip which is com- 
pletely surrounded by trouble, I 
often wonder if I couldn’t get my | 
old job back as lubrication engi- | 
neer (grease ball). 
One thing that does express the 
power of the ALPA is that the 
surface wind at Washington, with 
few exceptions, has never been out 
of any other direction except SSE 
or NNW (long runway) since the 
big huddle? Now, “there’s some- 
thing in that” said the burglar as 
he put his hand in the cuspidor. 
I only hope I’m lying in the sun- 
shine on Miami Beach with my 
hand on a pair of those beautiful 
Florida grapefruit at the time 
when somebody knocks off a set of 
rollers during an attempted cross- 
wind arrival at that ex-dump 
ground. 


Does Thomas Wear Shoes? 


It’s been mighty quiet around 
these here parts since Charlie 
Meyers pulled up stakes and with 
his whole tribe moved to Atlanta. 
Charlie, didn’t you tell me one | 
time that you would rather be in| 
Hell with your back broken than | 
to live in Georgia? Anyway,| 
Charlie, don’t stay there too long, 
otherwise you’ll lose your citizen- | 
ship. One more thing, Charlie, is; 
there anyway possible to get a| 
message to me out of that God-| 








Thomas. 


work without shoes, saying that 
he “just can’t wear them store 
boughten shoes no more?” 
Another reason for the big lull 
here in Miami— Red Richardson | 
has become so well reversed in the 
art of Airline Pilotage that they 
have ordered him to Newark for 
the Fred Davis cure. Red nicked 
the Magic City out of a new Pon- 
tiac before he left. All I can say 
is, “you can’t criticize success.” 
Speaking of automobiles W. B. In- 
man blossomed out with a new 
Chevrolet and Doc Merrill with a 
new Terraplane. Somebody asked 
Doc how it seemed to be without a 





and bus lines. 


| L.’s Dr. Greene for this. 
|to Washington over eight months 


forsaken country? I want you to|! felt the same way? It’s a shame 
verify a story recently brought Jack couldn’t have gone to Eng- 
into the States regarding Slim land during the premier showings 
Is it a fact that Slim, like 
Thomas has been reporting to/| brought to mind a statement made 
| by my old camera man while we 


tainly must be in the chips. I know 
if General Motors was selling for 
a dollar a share I couldn’t buy a 
spark plug. 

New DC-3’s 

The Company just took delivery 
this past month on three more 
DC-3’s. Don Johnston (Don with 
the wind) and Johnnie (Wild 
man) Gill brought the first one. 
Freddie Cann and Archie Comer 
the second one. Earl Potts (Pearl 
Otts) and Frank Andre (Madame 
X) the third one. I can’t mention 
any names but one of these boys 
said he liked to fly the DC-3’s—I 
bet it’s on account of that cut 
away control wheel—It does feel 
a lot like holding a pair of culti- 
vator handles? 

I missed the last Council meet- 
ing but I heard some of our new 
members attended, H. D. Harmon, 
Sam Hale, Pat (Apple cheek) 
Williamson all from that big fly- 
ing school, builders of super pi- 
lots in Texas operated from my 
income tax. C. O. Trest, a sea- 
going pilot from the Navy, was 
also present. Trest said that it 
was just an idle rumor that the 
Navy teaches you to “pick pennies 
out of a barrel.” 

Many Thanks, Doc. 


I suppose by this time all mem- 
bers have received a memo from 
the D,. 0. C.—Department of In- 
terference, stating that all line pi- 
lots now have to take only two 
physical exams a year. You can 
all send your congrats to E. A. 
He went 


ago and put those boys on the 
beam regarding this examination 
racket. 

Doc. Greene is generally consid- 
ered the pilot’s best friend but I 
sure am going to try and buy back 
my introduction from him! He is 
still putting out a lot of static 
about our open ship cross-country 
flight of three months ago. Doc. 
now openly accuses me of being a 
“hot house pilot”? just because he 
thought I wasn’t getting the cus- 
tomary slip and skid massages 
the side of my face that all open 
ship pilots depend on. A couple | 
of years ago, them would have} 
been fightin’ words Doc, because | 
when I first came with E. A. L.| 
my knowledge of instruments was | 
as limited as Swanee Taylor’s now 
is. I thought blind flying was 
when you couldn’t see the railroad 
and for long cross-country hops 
I had a set of flange wheels so I 
could get right down on the track. 
Now Doc, as my old friend Dam- 
mon Runyon (he’s good too) 
would say—‘“I’d anvreciate it no 
end if you’d lay off.” 

The Better Things in Life? ? 

You know the way John Halli- 
burton and Buck Hudgins appear 
and disappear around Miami re- 
minds me of the last burlesque 
show I saw in 1934 — since my 
employment as co-pilot I’ve been 
forced to drop some of the better 
things in life. The slap stick co- 
median handed this stooge a pic- 
ture of John Dillinger. The stooge 
looked at both sides of the sup- 
posed picture then said, “There’s 
no picture on here.” The come- 
dian shouted, ‘““Damned if he didn’t 
get away again.” 

How did you like Dick Merrill 
and Jack Lambie’s motion picture? 





Dick did. This _ picture 


were doing aerial mapping in the 
Rockies. He said, “These cam- 
eras ain’t no magic box, they only 
take what they see.” This being 
a fact you can’t criticize the Hol- 
lywood Producer? You boys 
don’t need to feel so bad. I once 
made a name for myself in Hol- 
lywood—but I can’t print it here. 
Special Newark Flash 
Following closely behind the 
closing of the New York automo- 
bile show was the announcement 
by E. A. L.’s Captain Brown and 
Pilot Foxworth of their own new 
personal deluxe models. The 


winder while the “Curley” Brown 
model is an open face job. Per- 
formance tests have been kept se- 
cret, however we hear both models 
are running quiet on special “Anti- 
squawk” fuel, It’s certain “weights 
dry” will not be known for several 
months to come. However the 
construction engineers hope to im- 
mediately overcome the age old 
problem of ballast release, i.e. as 
to control and proper location of 
release. These models should be 
running on the floor by next year’s 
auto show. 

It’s a funny thing down South 
most of the cities’ populations 
never change. Everytime a child 
is born somebody leaves town. 





LEDBETTER “IT” MAN 
OF COUNCIL NO. 50 





By PILOT DUKE LEDBETTER | 
Council No. 50—A. A. 
Nashville, Tenn. 


EXTRA! EXTRA! ALL 
ABOUT THE BIG COUNCIL 
AND ITS MEMBERS AT NASH- 
VILLE, TENN. 


Well, I’m it, or at least that is 
what our head man says. In case 
you don’t happen to know who our 
head man is, why it’s none other 
than the one and only inimitable 
Jap Lee, better known to his inti- 
mate friends as Jappo. Isn’t that 
cute? For future reference, or 
for the information of those of 
you who might be a bit inquisitive, 
the following pilots are based at 
this brief stop on American Air- 
lines: 

Meet the Boys! 


Jasper (alias Jap) (alias Jap- 
po) Lee; Bill Moore, known as 
“Down-stream “Willie” because of 
his penchant for swimming down 
the Cumberland River and hitch- 
hiking back up the river on the 
first upstream steamboat he can 


eatch; Harold “Puddle-Jumper” 
Matheny, the boy who made 
Memphis and Nashville Puddle- 


Jumper conscious, or maybe you 
would know what I mean if I said 
Motor-Bike conscious; Glenn Nye, 
whose trucking was perfected only 
after long, if not disappointing 
nights of instructions, only to give 
it up for the Big Apple; R. R. Mc- 
Innis, the well known sports com- 
mentator, whose timely words of 
wisdom during the past football 
season have had us all in an up- 
roar at one time or another; and 
then there is Jim Stroud, the boy 
who is known and admired by one 
and all as the only guest of the 
Douglas Hotel at Newark who is 
able to sleep all through the night 
no matter how furiously the ambu- 
lances and fire wagons charge up 
and down Broad Street. 

We Wonder 
Thoughts while trying to think 
up something to write about: 
Wonder how long it takes Hi 
Sheridan or Cecil Hefner to write 
one of their letters, and by the 
way what happened to the Sher- 
idan article? (That’s what we 
want to know.—Ed.) 
Did Bill Moore use up those 
twenty pumpkins he and the wife 
recovered from the Cumberland 
River? Why do people call Tom 
Hardin “Snake Hardin’? 
Famous words by Jap Lee just 
before he cancelled at Cincinnati 
for three days: “Nothing to it 
boys; it’s just a breeze to Nash- 
ville, the weather is definitely on 
the uptrend.” 


PILOTS’ SAFETY 


Committee 


Established 


During a recent Central Execy. 
tive Council meeting at which 
wing failures and our numerov; 
air tragedies were discussed, it was 
proposed that an Air Line Pilots’ 
National Safety Committee be es. 
tablished whose duty it would be 
to study and make recommenda. 
tions upon present and future 
equipment and all other safety 
features of air line operation. This 
proposal was submitted to the 
councils for a vote, and approved, 
One pilot was elected from each 
air line, as per the following: 
Pilots Elected 
American Airlines—Thomas 0. 





Hardin. 

Braniff Airways—N., A. Lauren. 
zana. 

Chicago & Southern—Benjamin 
S. Catlin. 

Delta Air Lines — George R, 
Cushing. 

Eastern Air Lines — John H, 
Halliburton. 

Hanford Air Lines—Sidney L, 
Willey. 

Northwest Airlines — Mal B. 
Freeburg. 

Pennsylvania-Central — H. lL, 
Smith. 

United Air Lines — Harold lL, 
Knoop. 

Western Air Express — J. W,. 
Carson. 


Vital Question 

There is a vital question before 
us—‘“Ts the ship of today as inher. 
ently stable as the ship of yester- 
day, and are safety features be- 
ing sacrificed for more and more 
speed and weight-carrying capac. 
ity?” Obviously engineering fea- 
tures must be vastly different to 
provide for increased wing loading 
and greater passenger carrying ca- 
pacity as well as much higher speed. 
In the mad race for greater speed 
and larger ships, a very impor 
tant fact seems to have been over- 
looked—that a pilot must fly this 
equipment while continually con- 
fronted with the problem of man- 
euvering it successfully under far 
greater handicaps than existed 
several years ago. He must fly 
on instruments, work beam prob- 
lems, decide unerringly what he 
will do under a low ceiling with 
high wing loadings or when man- 
euvering to land while a high 
speed must be maintained to com- 
pensate for increased wing loai- 
ings. It is a fine thing to be able 
to say that a plane will travel two 
hundred or more miles per hour, 
carrying immense loads. But how 
much space is needed to take off 
and land without the aid of all 
sorts of trick devices? And how 
about its maneuverability under 
all kinds of weather conditions, 
beam flying, etc.? It is true that 
equipment has advanced in speed 
and weight-carrying efficiency but 
certainly sight should not be lost 
of the fact that weather conditions 
are not man-made and remain the 
same, 

Main Duty 

The main duty of the Pilots’ 
Safety Committee will be to pass 
on the question of whether or not 
equipment is safe under all oper 
ating conditions and to definitely 
put a stop to factories overrat- 
ing equipment as to speed manet- 
verability, especially with a full 





Did any of you ever notice how 
uninteresting picture shows become 
after the second day of cancella- 
tions in Newark? 

I wonder when and 
Pharr will be able to convince his 
big brown-eyed Irish setter that it 
is uncouth for him to chase rab- 
bits, and unethical to catch and re- 
trieve neighbors’ chickens, es- 
pecially when he has no better 
judgment than to leave them on 
the front steps ? 


First Holiday Greetings 
Oh, yes! 








car (GM plug). Those boys cer- 


“Foxey” Foxworth model is a stem 


if Walter 


Another thought be- 
fore I stop this. All the boys 
asked me to wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year. 


load on one motor, load-carrying 
factors, ete. 


SOVIET UNION 
ORDERS 
GIANT CLIPPER 


Glenn L. Martin’s aircraft fs 
tory in Baltimore is building 
giant aircraft of the Clipper 
under contract for the Soviet Gov. 
ernment. The machine will weig 
30 tons and carry 46 passeng 
The 46 day seats may be convert 
inté 26 beds for night flying. 
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Like barricading the fire 


Like Barricading a Fire Escape, U. S. Arbitrarily 
Seals Gasoline Dump Valves on Air Liners 


By SHERMAN B. ALTICK 








escapes of a tenement or shut- 


ting off the safety valve of a steam locomotive, the gaso- 
line dump valves on every big airliner operating in sched- 


uled service in the United 


so they cannot be used in an 

Every Douglas transport flying 
out of Newark, or any other air 
terminal in the United States to- 
day, has its fuel dump valves in- 
There is no way now 
that a pilot can lighten his plane 
jn an emergency—no way that he 
can dump out the load of highly 
volatile gasoline to eliminate the 
fire hazard in case of a forced 


operative. 


landing. 
Forced to Seal Them 


An arbitrary order, issued by 
the Bureau of Air Commerce to 
all air line operators, is respon- 
sible for making useless this fuel 
dumping device designed to safe- 
guard the human cargoes of giant 


winged transports. 


Although air line officials and 
almost unani- 
mously are of the opinion that 
sealing of the gasoline dump 
valves on the planes is a bar to 
air safety, the lines had to com- 
ply with the order because the 
Bureau of Air Commerce is the 
which regulates 


flying personnel 


Federal agency 
all civil aeronautics. 


The order, sent out over the sig- 
nature of B. M. Jacobs, chief of 
the certificate and inspection di- 
vision of the Bureau of Air Com- 
merce, not only affects the air 
lines but all owners of aircraft 
equipped with fuel dump valves. 
Inspectors of the Bureau are or- 
sure that “fuel 
dump valves on aircraft so 
equipped shall be made inoperative 
completion 
of dump valve tests outlined by 


dered to make 


pending , satisfactory 


the Department of Commerce.” 
No Other Official Reason 


No other reason is given for this 
order which prevents a pilot from 
discharging fuel in an emergency 
as a@ means of lessening the fire 
hazard for passengers and crew, 
and at the same time reducing the 
weight of a craft which is being 


forced to descend: 


The true significance of this ar- 
bitrary order came home — almost 
tragically — twice this week when 
airliners found them- 
selves in a “tight spot” when they 
attempted to land at the Newark 
In both instances the 
fre danger was increased and 
there was no way to lessen the 
landing load because the dump 


pilots of 


terminal. 


valves were sealed shut. 
In both 
“kept cool” 


jury to a passenger, 
scratching a wing tip. 
Yesterday Dinty Moore spent an 


hour and fifteen minutes in the air 


above Newark airport trying to 
get a damaged landing gear to 
function. 
airport personnel 


immediate operation in case some- 
thing did happen. At the same 
time he was burning up the fuel 
left in his tanks after the flight 
from Buffalo. He was lessening 
his load. 

Dinty made a beautiful landing 
on the one wheel, sinking to the 
tunway so slowly that no one in 
the craft was jarred and the only 


damage to the craft was bent tips 


of the still whirling propellers. 
Had Dinty been. able to use his 
dump valves as he came in for his 
landing there would have been no 
need for the fire apparatus which 
Newark rushed to the airport. 
Lands with One Engine 

On Thursday James Boyd, an- 
other capable air line pilot, came 
m from Buffalo with a disabled 
hnotor. In attempting the landing 
the first time he saw that he might 
toll too far, so he started back 
ito the air. The plane was fully 
loaded and the big Douglas was 
fying on but one engine, yet he 
lifted the craft into the air and 
tircled the field to make the land- 
Ing safely, 





instances the pilots' 

and brought their 
planes to the ground without in- 
or even 


He also was giving the 
time to get 
emergency equipment ready for 


States have been sealed shut 
emergency. 











There was a tense moment, or 
two, when he started climbing 
again. Had he been able to dump 
the fuel from one tank, the load 
would have been lessened and the 
factor of safety increased. How- 
ever, the dump valves had been 
sealed shut and he could not use 
them. The pilot did a brilliant 
piece of flying, but the final re- 
sult might not have been the same 
if the plane had been fully loaded 
with fuel. Most of the fuel had 
been burned up by the power 
plants on the flight from Buffalo. 

If an engine fails during take- 
off of one of the fully loaded 
winged transports, the ability to 
discard the highly inflammable 
gasoline load might mean the dif- 
ference between safety and disas- 
ter. With the dump valves sealed 
the pilot has no way of getting rid 
of the gasoline, but if they were 
in use he could drop about 100 
gallons a minute, which in pounds 
means more than 600. 

There are any number of in- 
stances where pilots averted trag- 
edy by dumping their fuel load. 
Every one remembers the drama- 
tic escape from death that Clyde 
Pangborn and Hugh Herndon had 
at Roosevelt Field on the false 
start of their flight around the 
world. Pangborn dumped the 
valves in time to lighten the 
plane so he could clear the power 
lines at the end of the airport. 
Neither of them would be alive to- 
day if the dump valves had been 
sealed. 

Boardman Was Saved, Too 


Russell Boardman was another 
transatlantic flyer who dumped his 
fuel when he found that he could 
not climb high enough to clear the 
houses in Brooklyn. He dumped 
enough fuel to lighten the load so 
he could get back to Floyd Ben- 
nett Field. It was better to dump 
some of his gasoline into the air 
than to go plunging into a home, 
carrying death in a blazing in- 
ferno to its sleeping occupants. 

TWA, American, Eastern and 
United Air lines all have complied 
with the sealing order. Probably 
the last plane sealed at Newark 
was a Douglas flagship operated 
between New York and Montreal. 
The seals were affixed to this 
plane this week. It was learned 
from reliable authority that the 
plane which crashed into the 
mountain peak in Utah had its 
fuel spillways sealed shut, so the 
pilot had no way of lessening his 
load if the oft-advanced theory is 
true that icing conditions made 
the craft so heavy it could not 
climb higher. 

Pilots Are Critical 


Although there was no official 
reason given for the order, it was 
learned that the bureau issued it 
after a meeting of. attaches of the 
Federal agency in Washington, at 
which some said they were not sat- 
isfied with the functioning of the 
dump valves on modern transports. 
However, some of the transports 
with dump valves sealed are Doug- 
las DC-2 transports which have 
been in use for more than two 
years. 

Pilots at Newark, for the most 
part, are highly critical of the 
idea. A TWA captain, just com- 
ing in from his trip across the na- 
tion, said: “I may be wrong, but 
the whole thing sounds damn silly 
to me.” 

He said that he understood that 
the danger to cities above which 
gasoline was dumped, was a miti- 
gating circumstance in the man- 
date of the Bureau. 

However, he pointed out that 
this danger was negligible because 
airplane gasoline is so highly vola- 
tile that none of it would reach 
the ground even if a plane was fly- 








WASHINGTON NEWS 


By EDWARD G. HAMILTON 


On November 16, 1937, Senator 
McCarran called a conference of 
all interested parties to find out 
among other things how badly 
they wanted S. 2 and S. 1760 and 
to map out a program for early 
enactment. Among those in at- 
tendance were the following: 

Those Present 

A. P. Martin, Air Line Mechan- 
ics Association, International, 6240 
South Kedzie Avenue, Chicago, 
Til. : 

David L. Behncke and E. G. 
Hamilton, Air Line Pilots Associa- 
tion, 1185 Press Building, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

B. R. Sullivan, United States 
Chamber of Commerce, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

W. P. Redding and K. K. Hoyt, 
Interstate Airways Committee, 
Press Building, Washington, D. C. 

F. W. Wiggin and Albert B. 
Sherman, Air Line Feeder System, 


Graybar Building, New York, 
a 8 

Stanley T. Wallbank, Interstate 
Airways Committee, Equitable 


Building, Denver, Colo. 

A. S. Dudley, Secretary, Sacra- 
mento Chamber of Commerce, Sec- 
retary, Western Aviation Confer- 
ence, and Secretary, Interstate 
Airways Committee. 

Leighton W. Rogers and Charles 
Parker, Aeronautical Chamber of 
Commerce, Washington, D. C. 

R. P. Rosengren, President, 
United States Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, Buffalo, New York. 

Fred B. Linton, Washington 
Representative, U. S. Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, Evening 
Star Building, Washington, D. C. 

American Federation of Labor 

Represented 

W. C. Hushing, Legislative Rep- 
resentative, American Federation 
of Labor, Washington, D. C. 

Col. Edgar Gorrell, Air Trans- 
port Association, Carlton Hotel, 
Washington, D. C. 

Wayne Parrish, Editor, Amer- 
ican Aviation, 647 Earle Bldg., 
Washington, D. C. 

C. C. Thompson, United Air 
Lines, 221 North La Salle Street, 
Chicago, IIl. 

Jack Wynne, Western Air Ex- 
press, Washington, D. C. 

Fred L. Smith, National Aero- 
nautic Association, Dupont Circle, 
Washington, D. C. 

Senators: Truman, Johnson of 
Colorado, Pepper, McAdoo. 

Congressman Lea of California. 

Those in Favor of S. 1760 

Everyone present favored S. 2, 
and among those who came out 
strongly for S. 1760 were the Air 
Line Mechanics Association, Air 
Line Pilots Association, Interstate 
Airways Committee, A. S. Dudley 
of the Sacramento Chamber of 
Commerce, the American Federa- 








ing at 1,000 feet. Nevertheless 
the tests which are to be conduct- 
ed by the Goevrnment inspectors 
call for 1,500 feet. 

“We never received a logical 
reason for the order,” said a 
maintenance officer of another air 
line, who for quite obvious rea- 
sons must remain anonymous. 
“Tts just like blocking up fire es- 
capes in tenements to close up the 
dumps on an airplane,” he added. 

Accidents Prevented 

In at least one instance, a high 
official of an air line had not been 
informed of the sealing of the fuel 
dump valves on his planes. The 
order from the Government agen- 
cy apparently had gone direct to 
the operations department, and he 
had not seen it. 

He said that to his knowledge 
thousands of gallons of gasoline 
had been dumped from airplanes 
in flight without accident. He said 
that the dumping in several in- 
stances had prevented accidents 
which might have been serious. 

If officials of the Bureau of Air 
Commerce want to get a real idea 
about what the flying men think 
about the sealed dump valve idea, 
let them go incognito to a group 
of air line pilots, and just mention 
dump valves. 

(Courtesy ‘‘New York Sun.”) 





tion of Labor, and United Air 
Lines. No one expressed opposi- 
tion to the Safety Bill and those 
that were not fully in back of it 
requested copies of the bill in or- 
der that they might give it their 
serious consideration. 

Senators Truman, Johnson, Pep- 
per and McAdoo indicated that 
they would vote for both bills. 

Congressman Lea of California 
favors the legislation but indicated 
that he wants to hear what the 
Interdepartmental Committee has 
to say before taking definite action. 

Strong Support Shown 

On the whole the meeting was 
very helpful and showed that a 
great majority of the American 
people are behind the entire Mc- 
Carran legislative program. Be- 
cause of the strong support for his 
bills Senator McCarran announced 
that he would seek their passage 
at the earliest opportunity and 
hoped that he would be able to ac- 
complish this during the special 
session of Congress. According to 
his plan the two bills, which are 
both on the calendar, will be 
brought up on the same motion. 
He will try to get a vote on S. 2 
first which will be followed im- 
mediately by S. 1760. 

Due to the fact that the Pres- 
ident’s program covers many con- 
troversial subjects and that most 
of the bills are not yet out of the 
committees, it is quite possible the 
Senate will find time to act on the 
air legislation. 

Report from Interdepartmental 
Committee Uncertain 

The only disturbing element that 
might prevent such action is the 
uncertainty as to the report which 
is forthcoming from the Interde- 
partmental Committee appointed 
by the President. This committee 
was directed to investigate air 
legislation with a view to making 
definite recommendations to this 
Congress. So far no report has 
been made. 

Many rumors are going around 
as to what this report will con- 
tain. One newspaper account in- 
dicated that the Committee would 
recommend a_ separate aviation 
commission with three new com- 
missioners but that it was not yet 
decided whether this new commis- 
sion would be assigned to the De- 
partment of Commerce or to the 
Interstate Commerce Commission. 
While this newspaper account has 
never been verified it seems to be 
fairly obvious that the committee 
must take into consideration the 
aroused public sentiment in favor 
of the two McCarran bills. 

When or if the report of the 
special committee is released it 
will accomplish either of two 
things. If it affirms the program 
sponsored by Senator McCarran 
the chances of enactment of this 
legislation during the special ses- 
sion will be almost a foregone 
conclusion. If it goes counter to 
the McCarran program it will 
cause enough static to delay defi- 
nite action for some time. Regard- 
less of whether the report is good 
or bad, there is sufficient support 
for I. C. C. regulation of the air 
transport industry ultimately to 
attain this objective provided the 
many interested parties maintain 
their present unified stand. 

Labor Will Insist on Safety Bill 

Labor, including the American 
Federation of Labor, the pilots, 
and the mechanics are publicly on 


record to the effect that they will | 


not be satisfied with the rate bill 
alone but will insist on the carry- 
ing through of the whole program 
with special emphasis on safety. 
As was well stated by Mr. Hush- 
ing of the A. F. of L., the appal- 
ling death rate among pilots is 
sufficient in itself to warrant im- 
mediate action on the Safety Bill. 
Gorrell Takes Negative Attitude 

While there is a general accept- 
ance of the Safety Bill by the 
various civic organizations there is 
still one sour note. Despite the 
fact that some of the individual 
air lines are openly in favor of 
this bill, the spokesman for the 
Air Transport ition seems 





ILL. PILOTS 
EXTEND 


INVITATION 


Harold A. McGrath, President 
of the Illinois Air Pilots Associa- 
tion, recently wrote President 
Behncke as follows: 





Dear Dave: 


The Illinois Air Pilots Associa- 
tion has located permanent head- 
quarters in Room 310, Great 
Northern Hotel. Comfortable 
chairs, reading and writing mate- 
rials, and bath facilities are avail- 
able. This location is in the center 
of the Loop and is convenient to 
the theatres and department 
stores. 

I have issued instructions to the 
Hotel that the key to this room 
may be given to all members of 
ALPA upon presentation of their 
ALPA membership card (paid up 
of course). The key may be ob- 
tained at the desk and your mem- 
bers are welcome to make full use 
of our clubroom day or evening. 

I hope they will drop in often. 

Sincerely, 
/s/ Harold A. McGrath, 
President. 


ALPA members wish to thank 
Mr. McGrath and the Illinois Air 
Pilots for their courtesy and they 
may rest assured that we will take 
advantage of their kind offer. 





FOG KEEPS CLIPPER 
ALOFT FOR 3 HOURS 





Alameda, Calif., Oct. 27—Pan- 
American Airways’ China Clipper 
was forced to remain aloft three 
hours yesterday because its Ala- 
meda base was shrouded: by fog. 

Captain Leo Terletzky brought 
the Clipper down at 12:05 p. m. 
when the fog lifted suddenly. He 
had been flying at 6,000 feet since 
9 a. m. Pan-American officials 
had been considering the advisabil- 
ity of an emergency landing at 
Clear Lake, Lake Tahoe or Sal- 
ton Sea. 

Terletzky stated that the Clip- 
per probably could have remained 
aloft until 4 p. m. 


—Courtesy “American Aviation.” 





A NEW DE-ICER UNDER TEST 





The U. S. Bureau for Commer- 
cial Aviation has tried out an im- 
proved type of rubber sleeve de- 
icer, made by the B. F. Goodrich 
Rubber Co. The rubber coverings 
which by their motion prevented 
the formation of ice were in pre- 
vious types too sensitive to injury, 
and were liable to tear as soon as 
a small hole had been formed. By 
a system of cross-strengthening in 
the rubber such tearing has now 
been rendered impossible. All the 
important aviation concerns of the 
U. S. A. took part in the tests. 

—Courtesy International Air 
Presse Service Geneve. 


BRITISH PILOTS FORM 
COMMITTEE OF SAFETY 





The British pilots who recently 
refused to fly a certain type of 
plane by night, have formed a 
“Committee of Safety.’ It con- 
sists of 6 senior pilots, who sub- 
ject the machine to a special ex- 
amination after the inspection by 
the Air Ministry has been com- 
pleted. 








to be doing his best to raise a 
doubt. Without definitely oppos- 
ing the bill his negative attitude is 
doing the bill no good. At the 
conference conducted by Senator 
McCarran, Colonel Gorrell su- 
gested in effect that all effort he 
directed to the passage of S. ? 
now and that the Safety Bill be 
laid aside until next year. When 
questioned by the Senator he re- 
tracted this statement saying that 
he meant the next session which 
starts January 4th. We still do 
not know where the gentleman 
stands, but from his words and ac- 
tions we believe we are justified 
in assuming he is anti. 
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REQUEST CHANGE 


In Transmitting 
Wind Information 


A survey of Association councils 
was recently made to determine 
the general practice in transmit- 
ting wind information to pilots in 
flight. This survey was made in 
compliance with the following 
resolution adopted at ALPA’s last 
convention: 

Convention Resolution 

“Whereas, flying regulations re- 
quire flights to be made at even 
thousands of feet in one direction 
and at odd thousands of feet in the 
opposite direction, and 

“Whereas, at the present time 
winds aloft are transmitted giving 
wind direction and velocity for 
even thousands of feet only, and 

“Whereas, pilots are required to 
forecast their trips and make close 
estimates of arrival time; be it 

“Resolved, That Headquarters 
be instructed to contact the prop- 
er authorities and request that 
winds aloft be transmitted giving 
wind information for both odd and 
even thousands of feet.” 

The survey revealed that in a 
majority of cases only even thou- 
sands of feet are given, and in the 
rare instances where the odd thou- 
sands are also given the companies 
supply the information from their 
own stations. 

Several councils recommended 
that wind information be trans- 
mitted for each thousand feet. 
One council reported that it seems 
impossible to receive wind infor- 
mation before 6:30 A. M. with 
schedules leaving before that time, 
and that apparently the delay is! 
due to the Weather Bureau send- 
ing 5:00 A. M. winds on the tele- 
type. 

Recommendations Submitted to 

Bureau 

The recommendations of the 
councils were submitted by Head- 
quarters to the Bureau of Air 
Commerce and the following reply 
was received: 





Dear Mr. Behncke: 

I have your letter relative to} 
additional levels of Winds Aloft 
Reports. 

The Weather Bureau has advised | 
that they will be able to supply 
the information for the thousand 
foot levels instead of every other 
thousand foot level. As soon as 
they can furnish the reports with 
this additional information, this 
office will transmit them on the 
communication circuits as well as 
include the additional levels in the 
broadeasts where such upper air 
broadcasts are now made. 

It will be a pleasure to hear 
from you again relative to this or 
any matters pertaining to opera- 
tions. 

Very truly yours, 
/s/ EARL F. WARD, Chief, 
Airways Operation Division. 


GLASS NOSE 


Protects 


LOOP ANTENNA 


Northwest Airlines’ newest 
transport plane is equipped with a 
glass nose within which the loop 
antenna is located. This is de- 
signed to protect the ship’s radio 
direction finding system which 
heretofore has extended unpro- 
tected below the nose of the plane, 
exposed to the elements. 

The nose of the new plane is 
composed of transparent plexi- 
glass, a tough, shatter-proof ma- 
terial, so strong that a heavy ham- 
er blow cannot hurt it. Backing 
up this plexi - glass and forming 
the front of the all-metal fuselage 
is a double reinforced metal bulk- 
head. 

Inside this glass front, metal- 
back compartment is the ship’s 
shielded loop antenna, protected 
from ice, rain and all other condi- 








tions that might affect its efficient 


SUPPORT OF 


S. 1760 
Grows 


(Continued from Page 1) 





The Senator believes that con- 
trol of the air should be vested in 
the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion, which is eminently fitted to 
handle the job. His bills provide 
for this transfer of control. 

On November 16, Senator Mc- 
Carran called a conference for the 
purpose of clearing the atmos- 
phere as to just who is for and 
who is against his bills, S.1760 and 
S.2. This conference was well at- 
tended and completely represented 
the industry. The majority in at- 
tendance was of the opinion that 
the McCarran legislation is sound 
and that both. bills should be 
passed, either as one bill, or simul- 
taneously as companion bills. 


Dissenting Voice 


At this meeting one of the dis- 
senting voices emanated from Col- 
onel Edgar S. Gorrell, President 
of the Air Transport Association, 
who stated in effect that if the 
operators get enough money they 
will be able to make air travel 
safer. 

This was not an unexpected 
stand because we have heard much 


the same thing at almost every} 





other meeting or hearing on the| 


subject in Washington. The air 
carriers are constantly raising the 
point that they are running in the 
red and not able to develop and 
progress as they should. This nat- 
urally creates the big question, 
WHY? 


| 
| 
| 
j 
| 


| 


If they are in bad financial con- | 


dition one of the principal reasons 
is the large number of crashes 


Improved 
Fuels Promote 
Safety 


Improved aviation fuels, which 
make it possible for planes to take 
off more quickly and with heavier 
loads, were reported before the 
American Petroleum Institute’s 
eighteenth annual meeting in Chi- 
cago this month. These fuels, be- 
cause they contain a higher “‘oc- 
tane” value are said to promote 
greater safety and to impart 
greater cruising ranges. 


Obviously employment of these 
better fuels may also have an im- 
portant effect on the future size 
of airports, which is now a baf- 
fling problem to many communi- 
ties. 


Increased Take-off Power 


Definite information is not 
available, but certain effects of 
improved fuels have been appar- 
ent, including increased take - off 
power, which indicates the length 
of runways may be reduced by 45 
per cent, 


Ordinary aviation fuels have an 
octane rating of 87. Use of 100- 
octane fuels, it was demonstrated, 
permits an increase of about 11 
per cent in aircraft payloads and 


increases the plane’s earning pow- | 


er from about 2.1 cents a gallon 
to a maximum of 25.5 cents a 
gallon. 





Pan Am. Bikes 


Serum to China 





Pan American Airways aided in 


SECOND ANNUAL 


Report National 
Mediation Board 


2. Air Transportation and the 
Railway Labor Act 

By an amendment to the Rail- 
way Labor Act, approved April 10, 
1936, Congress extended the pro- 
visions of the act to cover “every 
common carrier by air engaged in 
interstate or foreign commerce, 
and every carrier by air transport- 
ing mail for or under contract with 
the United States Government, and 
every air pilot or other person who 
performs any work as an employee 
or subordinate official of such car- 
rier or carriers * * * ” 


A “title II’? was added to the 
act containing the provisions appli- 
cable to air carriers and their em- 
ployees. The original act as amend- 
ed in 1934 applying to the rail- 
roads was made “title I.” 

All of the provisions of title I 
except the provisions of section 3, 
were extended to cover the air 
carriers and their employees, and 
“the duties, requirements, penal- 
ties, benefits, and privileges pre- 
scribed and established by the pro- 
visions of title I’ were made to 
apply ‘‘to said carriers by air and 
their employees in the same man- 
ner and to the same extent as 
though such carriers and their 
employees were specifically includ- 

ed within the definition of ‘carrier’ 
|and ‘employee’, respectively, in 


| section I thereof.” 
| National Air Transportation 


Adjustment Board 





| Section 3 of title I, which was | 


| not made applicable to air carriers 
|}and their employees, provides for 
|a National Railroad Adjustment 
| Board to decide all disputes grow- 
| ing out of grievances or out of the 


which have occurred. Let us look setting a record for the delivery of| interpretation or application of 
at the record. Since Senator Cope-|medical supplies the other day| agreements. In place of this, title 


land less than two years ago made | 


his 
there 


now famous investigation 
have been sixteen air line 


accidents, with a total killed of| 
115, including twenty-three pilots. | 


This regrettable record speaks for 
itself. 


Washington Herald Editorial 


Commenting editorially, 
Washington Herald had the fol- 
lowing to say: 

“During the closing days of the 
first session, Seventy-fifth Con- 
gress, the Washington Herald 
urged enactment of the McCarran- 
Crosser bill which would put regu- 
lation of air travel for safety un- 
der control of the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission. 

“Senator Royal S. Copeland, 
chairman of the committee which 
was holding up consideration of 
the measure, flatly refused to 
bring it out on the floor. He is 
the author of a different system, 
he explained, in which the Gov- 
ernment had _ invested some 
$8,000,000. That system had a 
right to be tested, he pointed out, 
and he had no intention of super- 
seding it with the McCarran-Cross- 
er bill. 

“No use to bother with details 
now. 

“The Senator’s method has been 
tested. And as fog, ice, and the 
usual hazards of winter close in 
on the American aviation public, 
the test will become more brutally 
clarifying.” 


The cost of these many crashes 
is of course tremendous but that 
is not all—the real cost results 
from loss of confidence on the part 
of the traveling public from which 
the air carriers derive a great part 
of their revenue. 

Therefore, what is the princi- 
pal stumbling block to proper ex- 
pansion of air transportation? It 
is the question of safety. 

The public is ready, willing and 
able to use air travel and when it 
grows to know that air safety is 











operation. This antenna resembles 
an oversized doughnut. Shielded 
by a metal shell, the antenna is 
supposed to cut through static to 
bring the pilot his radio signals 
without interference. 


the} 





when it transported 3,000 pack- 
ages of anti-tetanus serum and 
500 packages of ether from San 


Francisco to the United States 
embassy at Nanking in exactly 
nine days. The supplies were sent 


by the American Red Cross to be 
distributed in Chinese hospitals. 





Slinger Ring Approved 





Equipment for a “slinger ring” 
which automatically bathes pro- 
peller blades with an anti-freeze 
solution when ice is encountered 
aloft has been approved by the 
Bureau of Air Commerce. 


regulated by the I. C. C, (as are 
the railroads, buses, etc.) provid- 
ed for in the McCarran safety bill, 
S. 1760 (backed by the American 
Federation of Labor and the Air 
Line Pilots) and air travel has at- 
tained a maximum degree of safe- 
ty, the financial problem will to a 
large extent be solved. 


AS THE FAMOUS COMMEN- 
TATOR McINTYRE SAYS: 
“JUST WHEN AMERICA IS BE- 
COMING AIR CONSCIOUS IT IS 
FOLLY NOT TO TRY IN EVERY 
WAY TO MAKE SUCH TRAVEL 
AS FOOLPROOF AS _ POSSI- 
BLE.” 


The way to make it foolproof is 
to pass the McCarran-Crosser Air 
Safety legislation, S. 1760 in the 
Senate and H. R. 7474 in the 
House. 


Realizing that I. C. C. rate con- 
trol would be best for the avia- 
tion companies, the passage of the 
McCarran rate bill, S. 2 has been 
favored which carries a_ section 
protecting the pilots and other air 
workers in the same way and to 
the same extent as they are now 
protected by virtue of Section 13 
of the present Air Mail Law, H. 
R. 6511. 


The Air Transport Operators 
Association is still doing the 
fence-straddling act in regard to 
its support of the Safety Bill 
S. 1760. It is our opinion that 
the President of the organization, 
Col. Gorrell, is against the Safety 
Bill and will do what he can to 
retard its passage. 


| II provides that boards of adjust- 


; ment may be established by agree- | 
ment between employees and air| 
carriers, and makes provision for 


| the establishment of a permanent 


| National Air Transportation Ad- | 


|justment Board “when, in the 
| judgment of the National Media- 
| tion Board, it shall be necessary to 
| have a permanent national board 
| of adjustment in order to provide 
| for the prompt and orderly settle- 
| ment of disputes between said car- 
| riers by air, or any of them, and 
any class or classes of its or their 
| employees, covering rates of pay, 
| rules, or working conditions * * *.” 
| No copies of agreements 
| tween air carriers and their em- 
| ployees 
| rules, and working conditions have 
| as yet been filed with the National 
|Mediation Board in accordance 
with the provisions of section 5 
(e) of title I; and until a consider- 
able number of such agreements 
have been entered into and filed 
with the Board there will be no 
need for a permanent National Air 
Transportation Board. 

Section 2, eighth, of title I of 
the Railway Labor Act stipulates 
that the provisions of the third, 
fourth, and fifth paragraphs of the 
same section “are hereby made a 
part of the contract of employ- 
ment between the carrier and each 
employee, and shall be binding 
upon the parties, regardless of any 
other express or implied agree- 
ments between them.” And every 
air carrier is required to notify its 
employees by printed notices, in a 
form specified by the National 
Mediation Board, that all disputes 
will be handled in accordance with 
the requirements of the act, such 
notices to contain also a verbatim 
reproduction of the paragraphs re- 
ferred to. 

Notices Posted 

In accordance with these provi- 
sions, the Board, shortly after the 
act was amended by title II, de- 
vised a poster, MB-6, reproducing 
these provisions, and sent a sample 
to every air carrier subject to the 
act, with the request that copies 
be printed in exactly the same 
form and posted on bulletin boards 
and in other conspicuous places 
where they will be accessible to all 
employees. The carriers have print- 





be- | 


covering rates of pay, | 


NEW AVIATION 
Accident 
Insurance 





The United States Aviation Up. 
derwriters, Inc., 80 John Street, 
New York, is offering a new form 
of aviation accident insurance, 
which for the first time gives the 
individual air traveler the same 
type of coverage and indemnities 
provided in other forms of travel] 
insurance. This will supplement 
the group insurance plan intro. 
duced by the U. S. A. U. several 
years ago under the name of “Air. 
surance.” 


Up to $25,000 


Individuals can obtain flying ac. 
cident insurance in amounts up to 
$25,000 at the annual rate of 
$1.80 for each $1,000 of the 
policy. This, as in the group in. 
surance, calls for payment of the 
full amount of the policy in the 
event of an aviation accident jp. 
volving the holder’s death, the logs 
of both hands or both feet, both 
eyes, one hand and one foot, one 
hand and one eye or one foot and 
one eye. Half the principal sum 
will be paid for the loss of one 
hand, one foot or one eye. 


All state insurance departments 
have accepted this policy with the 
exception of Iowa and Massa- 
chusetts. 


Companies Represented 


The U. S. A. U. represents the 
following companies: Aetna Cas- 
| ualty and Surety Company, Cen- 
tury Indemnity Company, Hart- 
ford Accident and Indemnity Com- 
pany, Maryland Casualty Com- 
pany, New Amsterdam Casualty 
Company and the United States 
Fidelity and Guaranty Company. 
The policies are issued directly 
| through these concerns. 


Gov. Earle 
Prefers 
Airplanes 








| 

| George H. Earle, governor of 
| Pennsylvania, pfefers airplanes to 
‘automobiles or polo ponies, for 
| safety’s sake. The governor, who 
| has done all his flying at the stick 
of an autogyro, recently went out 
to take a lesson in how to fly a 
plane. 


“They’re not building any new 
| autogyros and I got rid of my old 
one,” Earle explained. 


The “old one” is the ship that 
nosed into the ground near the 
capital several years ago. Out of 
the wreckage stepped the gover- 
nor, smiling and unscratched. 


“T have no illusions about fly- 
ing,” the governor said. “One of 
these days I may get mine but it’s 
a lot safer up there than it is 
} down on the highways.” 


Earle flies for the thrill. 


“It’s a stimulus. I’ve always 
liked sports for the excitement. In 
20 years of polo I broke almost 
every bone in my body, I guess, 
fractured my skull and broke my 
back. Flying is a lot safer than 
polo.” 


The governor has 1,200 hours 
in the air as a passenger and has 
three rules to abide by: 

Ride in a good ship. . 

Have a good pilot. 

Respect the elements. 








ed and posted the notices accord- 
ingly. 

Two cases involving the en- 
ployees of air carriers filed with 
the National Labor Relations 
Board prior to the adoption of the 
amendment were transferred to the 
National Mediation Board in ac- 
cordance with the provision of sec 
tion 206 of title II of the act. Both 
of these cases were subsequently 
withdrawn by the petitioners with- 
out prejudice to their right to re 
submit the cases in accordance 





Labor Act. 







with the provisions of the Railway¢ 
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